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Dedicated to the preservation
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wat er - bor ne wi nd-wagons, the RC 3.

NEWSLETTER #30, APRIL 1993

W’ ve had many responses to the “Pilot-in-Command” article in last nmonth’s (News 29)
i ssue. Menber Bob Dorr, the Editor/Publisher of Aviation Digest magazi ne, asked to
reprint it as a guest editorial, which we feel is an honor, to be featured in his
excel l ent general aviation newsmagazi ne and buyi ng gui de.

Hopefully nore pilots will act accordingly in their “airporting”. It's nothing new,
however. Been that way since, well — forever. That's the way it was when | started
flying in high school in 1944, and MANY MANY years before that.

It’s obvious that too many pilots do not read the fine (CAA FAA) print.

Capt Chuck Bassett (NC6138K), who used to fly the Boeing 314s, and all subsequent
airliners for PanAm has just responded:

“I don’t know how many tines my copilot has asked for “instructions”. Wenever that
happened | would pick up the m ke and correct the controller for “advisories” or
“conditions”, not “instructions”. | am happy to see sonmeone like you put it in print.
Looking forward to seeing you and Peggy at Lake Pleasant.”

We're certainly planning on it, Chuck

Rem nder from News #29: SEABEES/ SEAPLANES W LL BE JUDGED for the first time at SUN N
FUN, (18-24 Apr), on Lake Parker’s NwWshore.
Quoting from SPORT AVI ATI ON:

“Three judgi ng categories have been set up: Best Fabric Float Plane, Best Metal Float
Pl ane and Best Anphi bious Aircraft. O her categories will be added in the future when
warranted. All seaplane owners wanting their aircraft judged MJUST regi ster at one of the
Sun’'n Fun Aircraft Registration Centers at the Lakeland Airport fly-in site.

Pure floatplanes will be judged at Lake Parker on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday of
the fly-in week. Anphibious aircraft that park at the airport can be judged there.
Seapl ane judging will be done by a team headed by Joe Hindall, a |long-tine seapl ane
pilot, I'A, and a specialist in antique and classic restoration and float plane
conversions. HE has been a vintage aircraft judge at Sun’n Fun for the past 3 years.”

The gauntl et has been thrown down.

We wel cone these NEW MEMBERS who have joi ned since News 29:

TONY HOSKINS, sn311/N6125K, Grass Valley, California. (NOTE: There are still about 60
flying ‘Bees OLDER than his sn311l.)

JOHN McGA NNI'S, Ft Lauderdal e, Florida

BETH ANNE BUEHL, Langhorne, Pennsyl vani a.

Capt. ONOFRE SEGURA, Pal ma de Segura, SPAIN.

DAN AKERMAN, sn467/ SE- AXM Al svj o, SWEDEN.

JOHN HORN, Jackson, Wom ng.

(John has the distinction of being our 600" nember!)
DAVE LOW sn475. N6265K, Pinedale, Wom ng.

NOTI CE: PLEASE MAKE ALL CHECKS TO “Seabee Club Int’'l”.
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* * * Capt TOM HURD, where are you!?!? * * *
The Postal people (mail mangl ers) returned your newsletters to us.
* * * P|ease advise new address * * * (address was “POBox 30895")
Ri chie, do you know??? Pass the word pl ease.

New menbers pl ease be advised that the Club has ALL Republic manuals, technical papers
from many sources, bulletins, ADs, literary articles (from magazines, etc.) and
references to ANY aspect of pertinent know edge of the RC-3 and UC-1 Twi nBee.

These various items of reference are available to you fromthe Club at very reasonable
prices in order to help you, the new nmenmber, have the know edge necessary to help
preserve the species “SeaBee”

We have in stock (or reprint) about 400 different reference items for you
There’'s a 12-page list of Required, Necessary, Technical and Literary itens that is
referred to as the “RNTL list”, which costs only $4, refundable with an order of nore
than $20.

We, Dick and Peggy (she’'s a “99” and water-rated al so), are always avail abl e by phone
or letter to answer questions or do Seabee research to help you. (Not before 1000 hours
Eastern, please)

O we will refer you to a nenber whose technical know edge of a subject is greater
t han ours.

This way we all help preserve the species. Thanks.

NOTE: ALL BACK | SSUES of the newsletters (#1-#29) are kept in stock for your reference.
They’'re only $2 each, ppd.

MEMBERS' LETTERS OF | NTEREST:

George and Mary Mbjonnier (N6723K/Lyc), through the newsletter, have found an old
friend they had | ost track of:

“It sure was nice to hear about John Mdtrie. (Ed.note: Mtrie is the design engi neer
of all the ‘Bee’s hydraulics.) There has al ways been some question in ny mnd about the
“0 rings specified on the Republic drawing for the valves in the power pack. The “CO
ring nunber in the government nmanual for the Beaver doesn’t agree with that specified by

Republic. | tend to feel that the manual is correct, and now, quite possibly, John can
straighten me out on this. (Ed.note: his address is POBox 317, Port Ewen NY 12466.
Ph. 914/ 338-65445.) | will let you know how | nake out as | feel that this just may be

the source of trouble we have had with the power pack.”
Pl ease note Mojonnier’s NEW address:

11246 Airpark Lane SE

Yel m WA 98597. (Ph.206/568-7180)

PLEASE NOTE:

Some of you may not be aware of the DUES NOTI FI CATI ON system we use for your
edi fication.

Every note, every letter, every card, every newsletter that we send you, ALL have your
DUES EXPI RATI ON date right beside your nane. Exanple: “Ms Josephine Blowe — May '93.”
Al'l on the sanme |ine as your nane.

Fol | owed, of course by your address.

Your cancell ed checks will have your dues expiration date al so.

PLEASE KEEP TRACK OF YOUR DUES EXPI RATI ON DATE so that we don’t have to send remni nder
cards, which in turn costs us nore noney which neans we have to increase the dues which
we certainly do not want to do any nore than necessary.
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SPEAKI NG OF DUES: nobst of you will need to renew your menmbership in May. (That's the
anni versary of our first newsletter, My ’'84.)
DUES | NCREASE NOTI CE: The econony factor is catching up with us again, necessitating a
smal | dues adjustnment of two dollars nore; $2 for U. S., Canada and foreign, effective
May ' 93. (U.S. nenbership $20; Canada $22; foreign $25.)

Pay your dues by June 1 at the old rate before at |east another five years. Thanks.

WOULD YOU LI KE TO HAVE AN EXTRA 1992 MEMBERSHI P DI RECTORY?

We have sone extra ones that we’'ll relinquish for only $3 each, ppd.
Keep one in the plane and/or car for “those” tinmes when you're far from help, and there
is another Club menmber nearby.

Here’'s an item from nmenber Bob Door’s AVIATION DI GEST that’'ll interest you airline
types:

“Washi ngton, DC — The federal government should bar former airline executive FRANK
LORENZO from starting up a new carrier, 21 House nenbers said.

The nenbers said in a letter to Transportation Dep’'t Secretary Federico Pena that
Lorenzo “is not fit to own and operate another airline — given his previous mahagenent
record”.

A Transportation Dep’t spokesnman said Pena would study the request and had no
i medi ate coment.”

(Ed. Note: “Hooray!!!” and “Sock it to him™)

REPLACI NG W NDOWS, by Cl ub nenmber Bob Redner, N6283K/sn496.
(EAA 224713, Air Classics 11052)

“During the restoration of my Republic Seabee | found it necessary to replace all the
pl exi gl as wi ndows. The Seabee uses a heavy rubber nmolding to hold the wi ndows in place.
I thought it would nake the 47-year old airplane look a bit nmore nodern if | could flush
mount the wi ndows. Having seen a nunmber of different ways of flush mounting, nost
i nvol vi ng what seered |ike hundreds of small machine screws per wi ndow, | thought there
m ght be a sinpler way to do it. I’ve noticed how |large plate glass w ndows in
conmercial buildings are often held in place with clear silicone adhesive. | thought
this idea could be used.

“l used a standard all-nmetal anchor nut (AN362-6-32) installed upside down agai nst the
i nside of the plexiglas window. Then | used a 6-32 flat head nachi ne screw of the proper
length to make the assenbly after applying the silicone sealer to one side of the mating
surface. A 6" spacing was used for the fasteners. For appearance the spaci ng should cone
out even. The hole in the wi ndow for the center portion of the anchor nut should be
drilled oversize to prevent the wi ndow from cracking. The al um num skin should be
dinpled to allow the flat head machine screw to sit flush. The wi ndow may al so have to
be countersunk a small amount so the dinple clears the wi ndow when the assenbly is made.
The machi ne screws should not be over-tightened.

“After about 200 hours of flying my ‘Bee, | have not had any wi ndshield problens.”

ALABANMA FLY-1 N NOTI CE: 29May93.

EAA Chapter 941 is sponsoring their 5" annual fly-in at Decatur Pryor Field (DCU)
inviting ALL aircraft to participate.
Call Nancy Swanner for info: 205/232-1736.
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W will assune that Club Menber Wllie Ropp will win the Best Fabric Float Plane award
at Sun’n Fun.

You SPA members will recall the Water Flying News of Fall 1991 (p.12). WIllie and his
pl ane won the SPA PILOT OF THE YEAR award. (At that time he was only 79 years old.)
Needl ess to say, WIllie is our hero (and nei ghbor).

Watch for a blue tandem seat biplane on floats. That’'s a 1933 Curtiss-Wight Trave
Air, Model 16E, sn3520, NC12380, on EDO 2425s. Engine is a Wight R-540, J6-5. Beautiful
aer opl ane!

Quoting from SPA's Fall '91 WATER FLYI NG i ssue:

“At the Septenmber 7 International Seaplane Fly-in, held in Greenville, Mine, Jack
G | son, SPA 12475, stepped to the microphone and introduced the SPA selection for its
Pilot of the Year. Jack nom nated the wi nning candi date, Wel don “WI1lie” Ropp, SPA 4407,
and did an excellent job of researching what has to be a remarkabl e background in
aviation and a major contribution to water flying.

Jack pointed out that his candidate neets both criteria for consideration for the
award, inasmuch as in the short term he conpleted a remarkabl e seapl ane restoration
project in 1991, and over many years, he has contributed to water flying to qualify I ong
term

The Seapl ane Pilot of the Year for 1991 was born in 1912 in Fostoria, Ohio. Eighty
years later, he is still actively involved in flying — primarily in seaplanes. HE grew
up on a snmall farm near Fostoria and got his Private Certificate in 1937. His first
pl ane was a C3 Aeronca. This airplane, which |ater crashed, was used as a nmarquee
di spl ay when an aviation novie was shown in his hometown. HE worked as a projectionist
at this theater and, in his spare tinme, rebuilt the engine in the projection booth. His
best friend during this period was Steve Wdge, who |ater went on to becone Vice
President of National Airlines. Wllie did a clown act at the old race track, playing a
drunk, and was once stopped by a cop who really believed that he was tipsy. He worked
for Mke Mirphy’s Flying Circus and flew an upsi de-down airplane fitted with wheels top
and bottom

He wrecked his C3 during a 1930s air tour in Tennessee on his way to Mani. The engi ne
quit on takeoff, and he hit a fence post. The | ogbook in his pocket saved his Iife when
it hel ped deflect a structural part. Doctors told himhe wouldn't wal k again. That’s why
he is bow egged. It is not frombeing a cowboy or flying a Texas Taidragger

Wllie wanted to fly and didn’t stop. HE ran a flying service and an airport at

Kokono, Indiana, until World War 11, when he went into the Air Transport Conmand and was
in former Senator Barry Gol dwater’s squadron at W I m ngton, Del aware.
During World War 11, while in the ATC, he flew every aircraft in the US. Arnmy Ar

Corps and delivered themto England, Africa, India, etc.

After the war he went to work at National Airlines with his friend, Steve Wedge, where
he flew Lockheed Lodestars, Convairs, DC-4s, DC-6s, DC-7s, Electras, and DC-8s, retiring
as a captain at the age of 60.

All this attention to airplanes was also a key factor in his children’s careers — his
son, his daughter, and his son-in-law are all airline captains for nmmjor airlines today.

WIllie got into seaplanes after retiring fromNational Airlines in 1972. Irv Wodhans
of Kal amazoo checked hi mout and sold him an Aeronca CA3 on EDO 1320 floats, which he
still has. For an old boat racer and boating enthusiast, this was the perfect
conbi nat i on.

HE is well known as an announcer at EAA fly-ins. After nore than 20 years, he is stil
active at Oshkosh and Sun’n Fun, speaking mainly about and for seapl anes.”
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Since Wllie retired, he has been totally wapped up in seaplane flying — his 12-nmonth
cal endar includes sunmer nmonths on Drummond |sland, M chigan, flying his Aeronca; the
splash-in at Otsego Lake, Mchigan, in June; Gshkosh, Wsconsin in July; Geenville,

Mai ne, and Cl ear Lake, California, in Septenmber; and Sun’'n Fun in Florida in April
These events are always on his cal endar.

That represents a long-term history of the Seaplane Pilot of the Year. This year
(91), short term he acconplished sonething he has been wanting to do for many years —
put floats on his 1933 Curtiss-Wight Travel Aire, Mdel 16E. Eleven were built, only
three are still flying. This plane is, to the best of our know edge, one of the two
exi sting antique biplanes on floats. The other one is a Waco bel onging to Hank (SPA
2255) and Alice Strauch. It was used in the opening scenes of the novie “Raiders of the
Lost Ark”.”

W' ve just received very welcome news from nmenber, whose name we’'re protecting, who
has just witten to us about a recent event that the Club has been eagerly awaiting: the
apparent deni se of the infamus Franklin Engi ne C ub

At last the authorities have managed to shut down that club’'s shoddy workmanshi p and
the long-tinme cheating of our nenbers.

Here are excerpts:

“l have dealt with all of the Skaggs |lately and can therefore update you. | couldn’t
find any sleeves for nmy Franklin anywhere, so | decided to give Skaggs a very cautious
try. | got burned, as you and everyone el se had warned — fortunately, with that warning,

I was spared any financial |oss. Thanks!

Last Decenmber Bob Skaggs Jr, who was operating Skaggs Aero, was hauled off by the
I ndi ana State Police, undoubtedly because of his bad business dealings. So Bob Sr. took
over in an attenpt to liquidate the shop and its renmaining assets.

| tried to get a list of itenms being sold but it didn't pan out for anything
worthwhile. Bob Sr died of health problems in Feb’'93, and his wife Joy is in charge of
the assets. (Phone 812/ 752-7883)

I don’t know the fate of Bob Jr, but your (the Club’'s) report of the other son, Dan,
is correct. Dan is operating “Blue Sky Aero” and is apparently just slightly |ess
crooked than the rest of the fanmly

In a phone conversation with Bob |ast year, he told ne of the Franklins he majored and
how he replaced pistons with flat headed pistons, replacing the canms, boosting the
engi nes to 250hp. He said they were all illegal, however all five were still in
operation.

| talked with Franklin's former Flight Test engineer for the original flight tests. HE
i ndi cated that the engine was designed for 215hp, and the nore costly concave pistons
were al so designed into the engine for a reason. SO Bob Sr may have done an easy
retrofit, but it may not be a safe one.

I have a report for anyone wishing to chrone their Franklin sleeves: Don't! |
attenpted to solve the infamusly slow break-in of ol’ Franklin by chromng the
adverti sed NuChrone, a simlar process of CermaChronme. They assured ne that it was no
probl em having done them before. | sent the jugs. Not only did they find it inpossible
for the chrone to adhere to the Franklin sleeves, they ruined all six sleeves in the
process! | asked themto replace the sleeves. They could not find replacenents.

Ni ckson’ s Machi ne Shop replaced mne with sone stock sleeve material, which worked Iike
a charm

Aerochrone is refusing to refund the replacenent cost. | suspect that Aerochromne
swapped nmy jugs, with new valve guides, installed by Nickson’s, with a set of worn out
j ugs.

So, with all of that hassle, Nickson's has just been added to the list of repair

stations that will no longer deal with a Franklin part, which is unfortunate as
Ni ckson’s had done such a trenendous job on ny jugs. That's the news for now. Keep up
the good work. | for one appreciate them i mmensely.”

Thanks very nuch for all the good info, and for the kind words re newsletters!
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Speaki ng of the nane Skaggs, we have a val ued Cl ub nenber naned Jay Skaggs. Jay and
his wife Sandra live in Boynton Beach, Florida, and have absolutely NO connection with
t he above bad Franklin engi ne people.

How woul d you like to have a HEADS- UP DI SPLAY (small version of the device in the “big
iron”) in your ‘Bee?

Cl ub nenber Wayne Garner has perfected such a device and is selling them now all over
the worl d.

Yes, he does have a ‘Bee (sn68/ N87515), and several other w nd-wagons.

By now all aviation nagazines are carrying the ad. You' re wondering about space in the
Beast. The HUDI S even fits in kitplanes.

It’s real magic in a small package. Tell himwe, the Club, referred you.

W were in the Ft Worth Civil Air Patrol together about 38 years ago.

Jroae sy

s
!

& g €650 NORMANDY RD.
MADEIRA BEACH

FLorRiDA 33708 -

' . PHONE & Fax : (813)

. THE AFFORDABLE HEADS-UP DISPLAY "8 a2 - L 2 38
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MEMBERSHI P NOTI CE:

Francis and Mary ElI NARSON have a new address:
13915 60'" Ave North, Plynouth MN 55446

He literally, grewup in his father’'s ‘Bee, and is now flying Metroliners for Mesaba
Airlines. That SeaBee, sn709/N6458K, was bought by us in 1970. W are the third owner.
The second owner had her for a bit nore than one year. So, in effect, 58K has flown for
all of these 47 years for only two fanilies.

Several SeaBee nenbers still have the “Bee they bought fromthe conpany. Famly
heirl oons. Several daughters have inherited them

Whenever soneone asks, “Why a SeaBee??”, the standard reply is, “one either |oves
them or hates thenml” Right? (There’'s no “in-between”)

| NSTRUCTOR' S CORNER ( REM NDER)

Cl MBI NG AFTER TAKEOFF: (ground or water) Best clinb may be 75 alright, but BEST GLI DE
speed for an energency landing (after takeoff) is about 83 (79/80 with extended w ngs).
There is NO WAY to convert your 75nmph to an 83nph GLIDE speed in | ess than 4-500 feet
AGL.

CLI MB AT LEAST 83-85 FOR SAFETY. Even at that speed, with sudden | oss of power, you wll
| MVEDI ATELY need a 45-degree pitch-down attitude to retain ANY speed for a safe GEAR UP
| andi ng. Don't even think of putting the gear down fromthat |ow altitude.

Enmer gency | andi ngs on anything but firmlevel ground should be GEAR UP. WAter nearby
after ground takeoff? Select GEAR UP and start punping.

“The SeaBee may not clinmb very fast, but she sure can come down in a hurry!”

Do you have an accurate DI PSTI CK?

It’s VERY inmportant to know exactly how nmuch fuel you have before you slip the surly
bonds. The panel gage is not very accurate. That gage is only for reference in flight.
Don't have a dipstick? Use a standard wooden yardstick, reduced in width to %, rounded
edges and bottom sanded snooth, then varnished. (See News #6, p5, for further details)
A yard-long dowel will do the same job. 5-1/4 inches fromthe rounded bottom (don’t push
very hard on the cell’s rubber bottom is the 12-gallon mark: “NO TAKEOFF IN TH S
RANGE” .

The dipstick fits neatly in the aft transverse menmber of the front seat. A 2-inch
split-ring in the top end prevents the dipstick’s |oss out the starboard side of the
seat frane.

UPDATE on “our” SUNDERLAND FLYI NG BOAT mentioned in News 29, bottom of page one: (from
Sport Aviation, Apr’93)

Kermt Weks will be flying his newy acquired Shorts 4-engine ‘boat to the EAA
convention; she will be noored in Lake W nnebago, and will participate in several fly-
bys during the convention. She's 85 feet long, with a 112 foot w ngspan and her tal
tail is 33 feet.

As we said in #29, years ago we, Peggy and Di ck, spent nore than two weeks getting
acquainted with her in San Juan in preparation for our flying her to Engl and when she
was finally restored to flying condition. Her non-flying owner at the tinme hired us o
deliver her.

Unfortunately, the owner could not get all of his ducks in a rowto acconplish the
j our ney.

We were di sappointed of course. Many nonths |later she did finally get back to the UK

She’s quite an inpressive aquatic flying machinel
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W want to recognize and congratulate all 117 of you ORI G NAL Cl ub nenbers who are
still with us today. We started in Nov '85 with a nucleus of denn Feit, Jim Sorensen, P
H Spencer, who was instrunental in the design of ol’ SeaBeast, with his pal Col Andy
Ander son; Gene Harned, Capt Chuck Bassett and Jay Frey, VP of EDO Floats. Many nore
stalwarts are in the follow ng al phabetical list:

Ri chard Abraham John C Anderson, Art Angelos, Bill Bain, Gene Balon, Bill Bardin, Dr
Larry Becker, Don Bellinger, Jan Bem Capt Marty Bennett, Ben Bl acket, Bryce Bl anchard,
Bill Bolling, Donn Booth, Harry Brady, Tom Brenizer, Richie Brumm Ji m Bugarner, Dr Andy
Chapeski e, Ed Clark, Helena Cl ark, Don Coban, Jim Cochran, Tom Danaher, Endicott
Davi son, Col Les Dennis, Hugh Donahue, Capt Rich Earnest, Francis Einarson, Jr, Richard
Essery, Gerald Fenton, Bill Floten, Dick Foote, Ed Freeman, Bill Gentry, Capt Bob Goul d,
Capt John Geef, Bob Greene, Steve Gross, Tom Guntly, Dave Hazl ewood, Cy Hetherington,
M ke Hol drich, Capt Tom Hol | and, Dick Hui sh, Al Hundere, Capt Tom Hurd, Howard Irving,
Bill (Redbeard) Jellison, Taylor Johnson, Paul Kilgour, Capt Don Kyte, Peter Lanpasona,
Capt “Drunf Laviolette, Gant Leonard, Vic Ludmaerer, Capt Court Lundquist, Herm Mau
Henry Maxwel |, Bill MCarrel, Mac MCart hy.

Randal I McDowel |, Capt Joe McHugh, Bob MIls, George Mjonnier, Joe Monroe, Capt Skip
Nei dhardt, Gene Nesic, Bernie Now en, George Panker, GCeorge Papich, Ben Paschall, Capt
Hunt er Perki nson, Col Jean Pitner, Lou Planera, (CGeorge Ponmeroy |left us 25Sep90), John
Pykosz, Capt Sam Ri chardson, George Rowswel |, Henry Ruzakowski, Capt Di ck Sanders and
sons West and Rand, Marcel Sansregret, Richard Saunders, Capt Jan Shaffer, Carl Shull,
Mary Frances Silitch, Stan Sinn, Dave Smith, Capt Jim Smith, Len Sol onbn, Big Jim
Sorensen, Joe Speidel, Dave Spencer, Walter Stephens, Jim Stevens, Bob Stravens, Dr
Robert Tayl or, Dr Ken Turnbull, Don Venton, Spike Vipond, Capt Al an Watson, Jack
Whi t ehouse, Bob Wodberry and Brian Wodford.

Thanks, guys (and girl)!!!

We, Dick and Peggy, really appreciate your |loyalty and help.

GO SEABEASTS !'!'!  (LONG MAY THEY WAVE! 1)

VEEl GHT & BALANCE, RELATED TO FLI GHT CHARACTERI STI CS

New nenber John Horn, with Dave Low, conferring with Technical Experts Steve Gross and
Ted Lissauer, concurred that Horn's sn475 was nose heavy.

“We renmoved 67 pounds of ballast and found that the ship handl ed very well on the
| andi ngs and flare. Wth one person, the trimindicator is centered, and stal
characteristics are very well behaved.

The engine is using only a quart every five hours, using Aeroshell 15/50
mul tiviscosity oil.”

| MPORTANT UPDATE on the Skaggs and FRANKLI N Engi ne Cl ub/Bl ue Skies operation
FAA GENERAL AVI ATI ON Al RNORTHI NESS ALERT, March, 1993: Unapproved Franklin Engi ne Repair
Facility.

(The following article was submtted by the FAA's National Investigation Team
Suspect ed Unapproved Parts (AFS-511-B) |ocated in Washington, DC.):

“A recent discovery disclosed that the Franklin Engine C ub, of Underwood, |ndiana,
(which has no FAA certification to performaircraft engine maintenance) overhauled a
Franklin engi ne and approved it for return to service. The subject engine contained
i nproperly installed connecting rod caps, hardware store and autonotive variety
har dware, tractor and truck engine main and rod bearings, a msaligned and | oose
propell er shaft, mssing crankcase through bolt seals, inproper valve spring tension
i mproperly installed cylinder liners and val ve guides, and an oil gallery plug was |eft
out. The approval for return to service for this engine was signed with a fictitious
mechani ¢ name and nunber.

(Conti nued)
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“The workmanship in this case rendered the engine a hazard to operate. The engine
woul d have suffered catastrophic failure if it had been put into service as received
fromthe Franklin Engine Club. It is believed that this group of people (who sonetines
use the Franklin Engine Club as one of their many nanes) has perforned mai ntenance on
or manufactured parts for, Franklin engines for a considerable nunber of years and may
have operated under other individual and/or organization names in the past.

“To date, five FAA violations against the group have failed to curtail their activity.
The organi zation continues to advertise in aviation trade nagazi nes and continues to
conduct hazardous aircraft engi ne maintenance.

“I't is recommended that anyone who has a Franklin engi ne which may have undergone
mai nt enance by this organization (or individuals associated with this organization)
contact their local FAA Flight Standards District Ofice or FAA Manufacturing | nspection
District Ofice for assistance in determ ning the airworthiness of their engine.”

Your Seabee Club has for MANY years tried to expedite the FAA's attention to that
“club” in order to stop the deliberate cheating of Cl ub nenbers.

Thousands of dollars have been wasted by nenbers who have disregarded, or who saw too
| ate, our nmany warni ngs over the years.

It’s certainly a relief to nowthat the Feds finally responded to our, and others,
repeated attenpts to “cease and desist” that disastrous operation. Qur thanks to al
those who have helped to bring these people to a | egal and hopefully final stop

CLASSI FI ED (Free to nenbers)

PARTS FOR SALE
Franklin ENG NE PARTS: 7 good jugs, all with valves (excellent, some new), some
w/ rockers, pushrods & springs. WIIl sell individual pieces.
H. C. Leydecker, 12711 Tannehill Pky, MCalla AL 35111-9054. 205/477-6342.
W NG FLOAT STRUTS: Newl y manufactured, unassenbl ed but conplete for $175 each. Kit
i ncl udes one skin, 2 closure angles and one channel
Ri chard Saunders, Box 1169, Bandera TX 78003. 512/ 796-3200.
SeaBee HULL, al nost conplete, wwngs, tail, etc. Good condition, ready to hook up
and tow away. Peter Lanpasona, 58 Hurlburt Rd, Gales Ferry CT 06335.
203/ 446- 1488 or 464- 7646.
CARB AIR FILTERS a very desirable addition to your Franklin. Contact menber Bob
M1ls, Philadel phia SPB, at 215/521-3633.
Conpl ete BOF ENG NE. No | ogs but turns free and stored inside. $3500
TimHolt, 318/424-7323.
Three 8433L BLADES, $2500 as is, or $3000 yell ow tagged, overhaul ed.
Don W&l |l ace, Jr, 206/851-6461
W NG and TAIL BUTTON PLUGS: total required: tail (large) 15, wing 32. Contact Donn
Booth for nmore info and price: 21 Otter Creek Pl, Cortland NY 13045. Ph.607/753-
0556. Check how many you need before ordering.
Two mai n WHEEL ASSEMBLI ES conplete with new 7.00x6 8-ply McCreary AirTrac tires,
tubes, brake drums & bearings, new Goodyear TIRE & TUBE (no wheel). Also
brown/ bei ge LH | eat her DOOR PANEL. Make offer. Lionel Ladouceur, 514/834-4795 or
834- 3458, FAX 834-6860. (Canada)

VANTED:
Certified Seabee 2-hblade Hartzell PROP and serviceable BOWDOOR, (with or w thout
glass). Matti Mecklin, Keriharju 3, 00 430 HELSI NKI, FI NLAND
(See Menbership Directory.)
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CLASSIFIED cont't: (Free to nmenbers)

SEABEES FOR SALE

N6449K/ sn700 SI MUFLI GHT LYC 1100TT, 125SMOH, | GSO 480, 340hp. All nods,

3-bl ade prop/reverse, H'S etc. $135,000. Capt. Ron Lyall (CA) 408/ 429-5539
sn416, Air Transport Ltd's own operating Seabee, for information please contact:
Capt. Dick Grouse, PO Box 766 Honiara, (Guadal canal) Sol onon Isl ands.

Ph: 677-30033. FAX: 677-30713

N6298K/ sn511, B9F, 220 SMOH, TT 6685, prop TT 20 SMOH, KX165 Navcom Kl 202 VOR/ LOC,
KT76A Xponder w encoder, Norhtstar MLA | oran, ELT etc, much nore. Al ways hangared,
new “rai nbow’ paint scheme, spare engine, wings and parts. Al Ads conplied wth.
Asking $65,000. Bill Gentry, 430 Bolero Dr, Danville CA 94526. 510/837-8037. (Wrk
820- 6216/ / FAX: 820-2477)

N6657K/ sn934, MJST SELL. I RS on ny back. Loran, comnm txpndr, encoder. Many spares,
inc. case & cyls. $30,000 w fresh annual. Gerald Fenton, Churchton MD 20733-9709.
301/ 261- 5195.

C-FDLS/ sn627, conpl etely assenbl ed, new sl eeves, O-tinme prop June’ 91. Garage ful

of misc. spare parts (nostly engine). Best offer over $30,000 CDN.

Cl aude Hansen, Maniwaki, P. Que.; home: 819/449-6725; work: 449-6633.

N6501K/ sn767, SI MJFLI GHT LYC, TT552 hrs, 18.3 SCH, Annual Oct’90, Prop Cuff AD
complied with, new Narco Mk 12D, wi ng extensions w droop tips, wide rails, newy
sanded & painted white (waiting for your design choice).

Ri chard E Saunders, POBox 1196, Bandera TX 78003. Ph 512/796-3200.

N6229K/ sn428, di sassenbl ed, 95% conpl ete, |ong w ngs, good B9F (apart), excellent
hull. Also extra | anding gear, nmany other gear parts, struts, etc. Bob Stein,

914/ 292-4437. (NY)

Sn68, fair shape: B8F engi ne needs prop housing; |ogs mssing but has clear AOPA
title. Sone hull damage & corrosion, promsing rebuild project. Asking $18, 500,
come by & make an offer. Gene Letter, 47 Aspen St, Daytona FL 32124

UC-1 Twi nBee N77GT/sn24 (|l ast one), COWPLETELY equi pped, June Annual. Cost

$273, 000, sell for $197,000. CGeorge Tuttle, 763 Fal mouth Rd, Hyannis MA 02601-2316.
Ph 508/ 771- 3535 or 800/869-3535. (NOTE: we are not eager to put hours on her for
specul ators, so serious inquiries, please.)

N87507/sn60, Cont.| O 470P (no prop), 20 hrs since overhaul. Has priner coat only,
pl us engi ne mount STC. Mac McCarthy, 707/894-3627

N6005K/ sn175, B8F: 796hrs, 1,396 hrs AP, 97SMOH+prop, electric fuel punp and two
engi ne-driven punps, Cleveland disc brakes, steerable T/W MIller wing ext and
droop tips, 3-year old paint & interior, 97 hrs on netal prop: $55K or best offer
Capt Al an Watson, 619/488-3255.

C- FFCGE sn887, B9F: 94hrs SOH, 1003 TT, w ng extensions, painted 1982, $45,000 US
Andr e Bel anger, Quebec, phone 418/543-3609.

N6302K/ sn518, rebuilt 1980, 20hrs on STC Bee LYC conversion (1,030 hrs TT), Annual
Jun’ 91, loran, new nav/com encoding altinmeter, fuel cell and automatic bilge
punps. John Randall, Buffalo, NY. Ph. 716/854-1925.

Just a rem nder that we have available for you a 13-page list of Republic SeaBee
reference itens: “Required, Necessary, Technical and Literary” (magazine articles, etc).
It’s an expanded, and continued, list that started with the enclosure in News #17. The
13-page list is only $4 (refundable with order of nore than $20) plus a self-addressed,
st anped, business-size envelope (that is at |east 4.5x11).

There are three REQU RED itens that should be kept in your SeaBee: CAA/ FAA approved
FLI GHT MAUAL, the OANER' S (flight) MANUAL, and the WEI GHT and BALANCE (Republic) form
The Necessary items are those that are very useful to have for proper care and
mai nt enance, such as the various manuals, (hydraulics, Hartzell, etc), wring diagrans,
overhaul instructions, etc. There are 178 itens of a Technical nature (with many nore
becom ng avail abl e eventually) and 139 magazi ne and book articles, etc, in the Literary
list.

“Everything you al ways wanted to know about - -
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LEGALLY SPEAKING

BY LAND OR SEA

By ALFRED L. WOLF

This interesting article
about seaplane operation
and the law regarding it
was written by Alfred
(Abby) WoIf, one of the
five founders of AOPA and
a Seabee Cl ub nmember unti

his death in 1985. Abby
was a Seabee fan, and
owner, who delivered six
‘Bees from the factory to

Central and South Anmerica
in the days before he
becane a wor | d- f anmous
| awyer/pilot.

Seapl anes have been around since the
earliest decade of powered flight.
Seapl ane pilots have adhered to the
rules of the sea while their craft
remained on the water’s surface, not
only for possible legal reasons but
also for a far nore |ogical and
impel ling reason; to achi eve
uniformty and not conf use boat
traffic.

Aviation has had to energe from
recurring sieges of inconsistency at
every political and gover nment al
level. The late 1920s narked a rush
to regulate flying at the state

|l evel , in conflict wth existing
federal regulation.
At an international level, the

AOPAs of a multitude of nations nore
than 20 years ago joined to form the
I nternational Counci | of Aircraft
Omner and Pil ot Associations (|AGCPA).
Its purpose is to try to bring sone
uniformty to national rul es of
flight that conflict badly in nany
instances. One can go on and on wth
illustrations of the need for a
singl e, under stood set of rul es
governing aircraft operation.

In the May 1979 AOPA Pilot, vyour
attention was called to an aspect of
a case before an adnministrative |aw
j udge (ALJ) of t he Nat i onal
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB)
that arose from the passage of two
seapl anes under a bridge. This case
was appealed and finally reached the
United Sates Circuit Court of Appeals
(Blackwell & Strand v. Bond, US.
Court of Appeals, 5" Circuit, June
16, 1980) . In a footnote to its
recently publ i shed opi ni on, t hat
august court has wuncovered a gray
area that can affect the safety of
wat er traffic: “The record is
i nconsi stent as to whether [the
first] airplane was ‘on the step’ or
actually airborne as it passed under
[t he] bri dge. The record states
consistently t hat [the second]
airplane was ‘on the step’ as [it]
passed under the bridge. This factual
issue is irrelevant, however, since
the regulations in question refer to
the operation and not only the flying
of aircraft.”

The regulations referred to are
Federal Aviation Regulations 91.79(c)
and 91.9.1 see no great vice about
the latter regulation, which governs
careless or reckless operation of
aircraft, as this mght pertain
uniformy to t he wat er surface
operation in question here.

Alfred L. WIf is secretary general counsel
and a founding nenber of ACPA

But Pandora’s box is opened by the
Circuit Court's construction of
91.79(c) governing operation. | quote
the subtitle (with enphasis):

“Over other than congested areas.”

Are seaplane pilots operating on
the step now to abandon what has been
the law, at |east since an early case
reported in 1921 in which Judge
Cardozo, before his ascent to the
U.S. Supreme Court, pointed out that
seapl anes on the water are governed
by the rules of the sea? Are they to
construe, as the Circuit Court has
done, that when their aircraft slide
along the water on their keels, they
are over the area? Are seaplane
pilots supposed to avoid taxiing on
the step within 500 feet of any
person, vessel, vehicle or structure?
No other water vessels, even those
that “plane” (on their steps), dare to
abandon the rules of the sea.

I believe the Circuit Court has
created a danger that nust be laid to
rest before it results in a nore
dangerous incident than that giving
rise to this decision. The question
is not limted to what rules govern
separation whil e taxiing, but
includes those covering rights of
way, priorities of passage and all
ot her possible conflicts.

For years | loyally have tried to
defend lay judges trying technical
cases. But it may well be that in the
cited litigation their expert
assistants let them down by failing
to point out that seaplanes are as
maneuver abl e as many cl asses of boats
and that all traffic at sea |evel
must act consistently or crash.

Often a lay appellate judge relies
on the expertise of the |ower echelon
adnmini strative boards from which the
appeals are taken. But here the ALJ
and the NTSB failed to guide the
Circuit Court so as to avoid this
trap.

What is left for AOPA nenbers?
First, the seaplane pilots anpbng us
must proceed at their peril when
conserving fuel or performng any
other maneuver on the step (the easy

way to taxi), until this newmy arisen
confusion is laid away. Secondly, the
Seapl ane Pilots Associ ati on,

(currently nanaged by AOPA) can urge
the Administrator of the Federal

Aviation Admnistration to regulate
that seaplanes naneuvering on water
are subject to only a single code

till airborne, to wt, the rules of
the sea. That is good |aw, nekes good
sense and averts peril. m
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