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Dedicated to the preservation
and enjoynent of our 45-year old
wat er - bor ne wi nd-wagons, the RC 3.

Newsl etter #24; April 1991

Sun’ n Fun was great as usual, with many Club nmenbers present at both the airpatch
during the week, and Friday at the | ake. But only four Seabeasts were there. W had
expected many nore, especially fromthe Central Florida Wng of the SeaBee Cl ub, near
Dayt ona.

Unfortunately the notebook that |’'ve been keeping SeaBee notes in for many years
nmust’ ve dropped out of my pocket at the |ake shore. It contained all the “N' nunbers and
nanmes of nmenbers there. Wthout it, | can't be sure that | have renmenbered everyone
there and their ‘Bees. Sorry if | forgot sonmeone.

The cl ub nenber who attended fromthe farthest was John Col eman, fromjust north of
London, who comes over for this event every year.

The Sorensens, Big Jimand Dete, cane out fromCalifornia by airline, stopping for a
visit at Antiquers’ Aerodrone in south Pal mBeach county to visit nmenber WIllie Ropp
before the three of them went on to Lakel and.

Jim Poel and his wife Lovada flew their N6240K over from Daytona Beach, and Jan Bem
brought his Lyc-powered N6356K from M am Beach. Seen at the Sun 'n Fun airpatch were
Jim Zantop’s N451Z (sn584) from Witnore Lake, M chigan, and Les Christianson’s N6523K
from New York, which was sold during the airshow to new nmenber Gary Hal verson from Las
Vegas.

Jon Brown and his group from Brown’s Seapl ane Base in Wnter Haven were at the | ake
with their Twi nBee and the J-3s they use for instruction and seapl ane ratings. As usual
they |l ed the seaplane flyby which is part of the Friday airshow each year. Jay Frey flew
his EDO C-206 over to the lake fromhis #1 exhibitor’s spot at Sun ‘n Fun.
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Al t hough there were only the three ‘Bees and the Twi nBee at the | ake on Friday, sone
other interesting aircraft were there. The niftiest and nost unique was WIlly Ropp’s
beautifully restored little Travelair on anphi bi ous L2260s. She's a 1933 Curtiss Wi ght
16E with a 165hp Wi ght J65 engi ne. The workmanship on WIly’'s recently conpl et ed
project was greatly admred by the crowd.

O her menmbers seen at the airport or the | ake were Joe McHugh taking tinme off from
Simuflight in Kent, WA, and B.J. Wody, over fromBurnett, TX. Don Kyte stopped for a
few days on his quest around the U S. looking for a C-337 for his Part 135 operation in
Al aska. Jim Bungarner canme in from Warrensburg, MO, and Henry Ruzakowski drove up from
M am , looking forward to flying one of his Bees in a nonth’s tinme when his restoration
proj ect should be conpl eted.

Mary Frances Silitch, formerly head of Seaplane Pilots Association and now doi ng her
usual super job as Editor of Private Pilot magazi ne, and husband, Nicholas, flew over
from Laguna Beach, CA, in their Debonair, but had to | eave before Friday' s |ake
festivities, as did some of our other Club nmenbers whom we may have ni ssed.

It was great to see Dick Folsomand his famly at the | ake, down from Folsonis Air
Service, Mosehead Lake, Geenville, Miine. Dick was named SPA's Pilot of the Year for
1990 and was featured on the cover of the Fall issue of Water Flying with the world's
only DC-3 anphib. He was one of the |eading forces behind the restoration of this
historic aircraft.

=BLA
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One of the highlights at the airport was the display of the anphibious DC-3 that, on
Friday, slipped the surely bonds of the airfield and | anded on Lake Parker for us to
see. Friday is always “Seaplane Day” for Sun ‘n Fun. She flew quite close overhead for
awhil e, for photos, then did, in Texas parlance, a “dip ‘ngit”, a half-nile away, too
far for nmost photographers to record.

The “Di zzy Three” then went to St Augustine for refueling, etc, then back north to
eventually get home to Folsom Air Service at Greenville's Mosehead Lake, and airpatch
Mai ne, for the Summrer.
=] B

If you've just joined us and have not gotten Cl ub News#23 you'll want to know about,
and participate in, the seaplane extravaganza the weekend of June 14 thru 16 at
Specul at or, New York.

Beauti ful Lake Pleasant, nestled in the foothills of the Adirondacks, will experience
about one hundred seapl anes, including at |east three ‘Bees, and sometinmes six or seven
taxiing up to the |long sandy beach on the eastern shore. Nearly a hundred “wheelies”
will land on the nearby airpatch, Piseco, with bus service to and fromthe beach

For nore info call Seaplane Pilots Assn, 301/695-2083, or call us. “é;f ﬁ

e

Here in Fort Lauderdale, we have had sonme visitors from Sweden, first Hasse Forslund,
| ooking for a Lyc-powered RC-3, then Bjorn Ek (snl120, SE-110 and his |ady, Anita,
vacationi ng on our fanmous beach

We really enjoy neeting our Club nenbers whenever we can. qagﬁﬁf%

Thanks to Bruce Hill, Hollywod, FL, nmenber, who |oaned us his copy of the “Air Age”
i ssue of LIFE magazine. W were fortunate to be able to find a copy ourselves in a
menor abi lia shop that specializes in old magazines. It is a “special issue” devoted only
to aviation, with the subtitle, “Man’s new way of |life in world reshaped by conquest of
the skies”. The Seabee article begins on page 99 and is titled, “Wngs for Wekends” and
tells, with pictures as well as text, of three Seattle ‘Bee owners and the fun that
their famlies have flying together to beautiful wlderness spots in Canada and
Washi ngton. W& wi sh you luck in finding your own copy of this special issue of LIFE
June 18, 1956.

At some point in your SeaBee-ing you' re going to have a water rudder POST problem For
exanple, you are going to land on ground, but the tailwheel, for sonme reason (I'm
speaking fromfirst-hand experience), will not |ock down. The mains are | ocked down (the
over-center “clunk” under the rear seat tells you that), but there will be no green
light without the T/Wmcroswitch continuity.

This is but one reason to have a mirror on the starboard float al so, not just
portside. No green light?? Check the mrrors for a silhouette of the wheel. Landing with
tai |l wheel up? (O not | ocked down) Consider the angle of the ship in that case, in
relation to the water rudder. Result? Bent or broken water rudder post.

If the post is bent or broken you have G ade A problem Visualize where that post is
inrelation to the only access to it. Right. A handhole only, on each side of the tai
boom Room for only one armper side. Fill the hole with an arm and you can’t see. Then
sormeone else’s armmust fill the other hole in order to work anything together, by fee
al one.

Have a long flexible shop pick-up “fingers” to retrieve the dropped stuff fromthe
bi | ge.

You can understand the problem

The solution is to have a stronger, permanent tube in place, into which the
repl aceabl e, breakaway water rudder post fits. Then all repair work is acconplished
out side the hull.

Years ago (see News #3, p6) George Poneroy sent us instructions and draw ng of that
great idea. Let us know if you need that info.
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NEW MEMBERS who' ve shi pped on are: GORDON MYERS, CA; UzZZ WAGNER, SD; CRAI G BELLERS,
NY; M KE GEARL, NJ; ART W GG NS*, VA; DAVE CHENAULT, KY; ED PORTER, CA; ROSS WATT, Ont;
JIM RHYNE, NC; BOB FI SHER, NV; RUDY NEWL.ON, CA; R C McLENNAN, UT; BART NAPI ER (nember
#500), TX; ED BRI TT, NY; DENNY ULLENI QUS, Sweden; CHRI S POLHEMJS, PA; “Action Products”
NY; RAY MULL, M ; DAVID SHEPARD, Scotland and TYLER HENSHAW CT. (*Wgggins was a
Republ i c enpl oyee during ‘Bee production) WELCOVE TO THE CLUB PLEASE FEEL FREE TO PHONE
OR WRI TE FOR ANY I NFO OR HELP. This is YOUR cl ub

We've all acclimted ourselves to ol’ RC-3's “Iow #slomf, and realize that there’'s
not much we can do about it. Even with the largest Lyc pushing us along she’s not going
to be what you'd call a speed denon. It’'s the hull-speed factor, right? Right.

Woul d you believe 189 nph?? Yes, in a ‘Bee. Mire precisely, in a Franklin ‘Bee.
(Anybody care to nake a wager?)

Let me entertain you with the details, outlined in Republic Dealer Bulletin No.2 (p.2
&3), 10Jul 46.

“* HOW THE SEABEE WON | TS NC You who have followed the devel opnent of the Seabee from
Spencer’s original homermade nodel of cloth and wood on through Republic's first three-
pl ace prototype and then on to the present sleek and beautiful four-place production
nmodel know what a thrill it was when after six nonths of punishing field tests, the same
Perce Spencer speaking for Engineering, Flight Test, Mnufacturing and Sal es on
Wednesday, June 19'" said: “The Seabee is ready for her N.C tests. Let’'s call the CAA

t oday.”
“What foll owed was packed with drama, for |let no one underesti mate the thoroughness of
the flight tests that CAA pilots give any plane seeking conmercial |icense. 3
We had run the tests ourselves. W knew the Seabee’s wonderful perfornmance. Jégﬁz
In our test nodels we had nmade endl ess refinenments to ensure every phase of =

altitude clinmb, stalls, spins, changes in CG and so on through the 22 required flight
tests of the CAA. Probably no personal plane ever had better engi neering or a |onger
peri od of devel opment, yet for all our conplete confidence we were on ins and needl es
when we turned Number Seven over to the CAA

“A grand chap, Henry Faller (CAA), canme out Thursday to make plans for his test
program Friday it rained — Saturday and Sunday were not CAA work days but on Monday,
June 24", M Faller flew the Seabee for seven hours. On Tuesday he flew fromearly
nmorni ng to darkness. He conpleted 18 of the 22 tests and we breathed a sigh of relief.

“Wednesday gusty w nds prevented taking official novies of |and and water takeoffs.
Thursday, in dive tests made by our own test pilot, Carl Bellinger, the nose door cane
unl atched. M Faller made nothing of it. Incidentally, one dive registered an airspeed
of 189 nph.

“Friday there was sone unfinished business about clinb tests with and wi thout flaps -
again no flying on Saturday or Sunday but at noon Monday, Faller clinbed out of the
Seabee snmiling. He shook hands with Spence and all who were there waiting:
“Congratul ati ons Spence, you have your NC. Republic can start deliveries at once under
tenporary certificate which becones final in 60 days unless review of our flight data
causes us to ask you for some nodification in planes already shipped”

“Announcenent of the Seabee’s getting its Approved Type Certificate was tel egraphed to
all distributors Monday, July 1%, and copies of the first news release were mailed to
both deal ers and distributors the sane day.” END

Now you know just how stout she really is, or was. She's probably a little creaky in
the joints by now, though.
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You'l | remenber that in the last Club News, No.23, we had an inportant |last ninute
news flash, p.7, fromWE. AEROTECH re: their NEW Zero Ti ne remanufactured SeaBeast
program Club nmenber Don Wallace Jr started it and now has the able help of Merritt
Kline.

IN order to give you the straight scoop, and to help in their pronotion, we re quoting

part of their brochure: ~t B
[ L

“The nost reliable, high performance Seabees ever built are being produced by WE.
Aerotech Services, Tacoma Narrows Airport, G g Harbor WA 98335. Ph. 206/ 851-6461.

“Not just another pretty paint job, but a genuinely overhaul ed and i nproved aircraft.
When a Zero Tine Seabee rolls fromour shop it really is ready for “Return to Service”.
Qur aircraft deliver SERVICE and PERFORMANCE far beyond that provided by the original
Seabees produced on Republic’s assenbly line.

“Qur Seabee is built for the pilot who | oves water, airplanes, boating and flying. The
t horough restoration and nodification acconplished by our conmpany produces an aircraft
that is truly NEW Omers of our “new Seabee will enjoy the same advantages and
benefits accorded other new aircraft, at a fraction of the cost. Sone of the nore
significant benefits are: NEW Al RCRAFT RELI ABI LI TY, M N MAL UPKEEP, FULL WARRANTY and
STATE OF THE ART | NSTRUMENT PANEL.

“As a new aircraft in 1947 the Republic RC-3 Seabee established itself as an all-
pur pose go-anywhere, do-anything machine. Wth its roony confortable cabin, fantastic
visibility and superb water handling characteristics the Seabee becane an instant
wi nner. These qualities coupled with its unusually rugged constructi on have brought the
Seabee through the past forty four years with an avid follow ng of devoted owners and
operators. The nmenbers of this fraternity continue to nurse their Seabees al ong despite
the ever increasing maintenance required by these venerabl e nachines. The |ack of
dependabl e, airworthy specimens has prevented many individuals from pursuing their dream
of owning this uniquely versatile anphibian.

Qur “new’ Seabees are here to nmke those dreans a reality.

“Conpl et ed conversions include 295hp Lyc/ Sinuflight GO 480 engine with 3-bl ade
Hart zel |, electro/hydraulic system new |IFR panel and avionics, extended w ngs
(w ail erons noved outboard), new two-battery electrical systemand | onger, w der spray

rails and bil ge punp, anong other things. “{_Lﬁ

BEWARE OF DEALINGS W TH “FRANKLIN ENG NE CLUB", Rick Dion advises, which warning is
about the fifth such report by nmenbers.

I met with Stinson Club president Bill Snhavely at Sun ‘n Fun and conpared notes on
problems with the Franklin Engine “Club”. His experiences with themare the sane as
ours, with no apparent solution. He has ascertained that the "FEC' has NO certificate,
NO repair station |license, NO A&P on staff and NO I nspector of Aircraft (IA) avail able.
Sounds as illegal as anything could be. How do they get away with it? W w sh we knew.

aglA

As we were finishing this newsletter we got a call from Bob Wodberry, who told of his
bei ng cheated by the same Club: vital oil seal parts were onitted fromthe engi ne he had
just received fromthem So this warning is enphasized, being now the sixth such. TO
make matters worse, that club refuses to acknow edge any w ong-doing.

How about all of you who' ve been shafted by theminform ng us, the Cl ub, Rl GHT AWAY,
and then we’ |l pass the word back to each of you so that you all have the sanme comrn
ground for possible |legal action, as a group. DO IT !!!

Send ne your name right now.

~ f&
o=l t

Al so beware of ANY dealings with former menbers Joe Paruszewski, Don Mauk in
California and Mark Davis in New Hanpshire.
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Cl ub nenber Helena Clark is in a quandary that a bunch of us share: “Should | sell the
‘Bee or keep it?!” That is the question.
She writes:

“Republ i c Seabee sn1054, N36WI, was Lew Clark’s love of his life until his death in a
heli copter crash in June *72. His “baby” was in pieces all over the hangar floor, as he
had been in the process of tearing it down conpletely to clean every single nut, bolt,

wire, etc. Al paint had been renmoved |eaving the nmain parts bare nmetal. “Therefore,
after more than a year | had to nake a decision as to the disposition of the collection.
One person advised nme to sell it for scrap. Another suggested restoration. | decided to

restore it in nmenory of my husband.

“The ‘Bee was built by Republic in June '47, |icense NC6764K, snl054, which was the
| ast ‘Bee, technically, from Republic. Six nore were in parts after production ceased,
but were assenbled later for a total of 1,060 RC- 3s.

“Serial 1054 was the only ‘Bee actually owned and operated by Republic, until 1958 when
it was sold to Mattituck Aviation. In June 1971 snl1054 was bought by my husband, Lew
Clark, who flewit to Bob ills’ Phil adel phia Seapl ane Base for conplete dismantling and
rebuild. Shortly thereafter Lew passed away. | bought out his disinterested partners.

“Wthout Bob MIls the project would never have been conpl eted. He brought in Norman
Corlett and between them they got snl1l054 conpletely restored by Aug '73. After |icensing
it Bob and ny son Larry conpleted the test flight. Larry designed the paint schene and
Charl es Sanderson did the paint job in red, white and blue. (See fotocopy on back cover
Ed.)

“l gave 1054 the name “C-LARK” since she is both a bird, and a seaplane, of the Cl ark
fam ly. And since she is an Antique/Classic, with original Franklin, Bob MIIls and
have exhi bited her at nearby airshows to the delight of the crowds.

“I'n 1985 Republic Aviation celebrated their 50'" Anniversary and sn1054 was invited to
be part of the festivities, along with two other Club Menbers’ RC-3s, representing al
previ ous SeaBees built there.

“I'n Moy "86 we were invited to participate in the reenactnment of the 1919 “NC-4", et
al, flight of four to Plynouth, England. W were to escort, for a short distance, the
two PBY-5As, one flown by Capt Lou Petersen, the Smithsonian’s “Al batross” pilot, and
Conni e Edwards flying his own PBY. The flight [eft Rockaway Beach on time at noon
6May86, for a cerenpnial stop (a la NC-4) at Chatham Mass. Republic SeaBee snl1054 has
served wel |

“Taking care of this Q' Grl has been tinme consum ng and expensive, but a pleasure
and a | abor of |ove.

“I'n my possession | have an exactly marked scal e radi o-controll ed nodel of the “Mother
Ship”, built by Bill English froma hundred fotos taken of “C-LARK".

“Serial 1054 has al ways been hangared and has the original panel, with Mde C added.
There are no exterior nodifications fromoriginal, except the nmetal prop. Additions
inside: ELT, Mk 12 radi o, transponder and encoder.”

If you are interested in owning such a beautiful Classic, please call Club nenmber
Hel ena Clark at 215/566-5869, in Media, PA.

For further corroboration of the attributes of “C-LARK", or to see it, contact Bob

M I1ls, Philadel phia SPB, 215/521-363.
( LARK

Going to sell your ‘Bee?? (Personally, | can’t stand the thought of selling our 58K)
PLEASE gi ve the new owner a GOOD, COWVPLETE checkout. We all want to help preserve the
remai ni ng exanpl es.

If you are BUYING a ‘' Bee, please get a GOOD checkout: wal karound, preflight, cockpit
procedures, nunbers, enough takeoff and | anding experience to be confortable, |and and
wat er and crui se, etc, then check for the necessary Ship's papers and manual s. (NOTE
The Seabee Club has ALL manual s and necessary reference material: nore than 250 SeaBee
related itens avail able to nmenbers.)
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_ LIST OF SEALS & “O

RI NGS USED ON THE SEABEE _

BY Geor ge Mj onni er

(re-copied by Donn Boot h)

The nunber in parenthesis is the nunber required per assenbly.
The “O' ring nunmber in parenthesis is the replacenent.
* Main Gear Leg * Hydraul i c Punp
Through bol t (1) AN6227-07 Val ves (8) AN6227-01
I nner (1) AN6230-10 Seat s (2) AN6227-06
Qut er (2) AN6227-37 Pi st on (1) AN6227-15
Reservoir (1) ELB 20-13
(AN6230- 13)
* Main Gear Cross Tube Seal Rel i ef Val ve (2) ELB 19-5
(2) # 416956 (Nati onal) (AN6227- 05)
or # 2157 (Garl ock) Pl ug (10) ELB 19-6
or # 47512 (Victor) (AN6227- 06)
Bol t (1) ELB 19-5
* Flap & Tailwheel Hyd. Cyl. (AN6227- 05)
Shaf t (1) AN6227-10 Ret ai ner (1) ELB 19-16
Piston & Ends (2) AN6227-19 (AN6227- 16)
* Master Brake Cyl.
Val ve (1) AN6227-05 * Prop Cylinder
Rod (1) AN6227-07 I nner (1) AN6227-44
Pi st on (1) AN6227-16 Qut er (1) AN6227-67
Cap (1) AN6227-21 (small cyl.)
On late Series Cyl. Only Qut er (1) AN6227-72
(large cyl.)
M g. By Precision Rubber Corp.
Unl ess ot herw se noted * | nspection Plate Ring

(1) 351-8327

L L O o S S SR SIS S ST
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KEEL/ FLOAT DRAIN PLUG & WRENCH SUPPLY (Pl us Spares)

For those of you who are far from good hardware stores we, the Club, can supply you
with the proper size plugs (allen screws) and (allen) wenches: the standard SeaBee
drain plugs (Republic Part #1361 equivalent) are only 50 cents each, and the wenches 75
cents. For Canada and other countries please add 10 cents for each plug and 20 cents
extra per wench for the additional postage cost.

Qur 58K spare parts box has several extra drain plugs and wench, “just on case”. That
box, plastic, 5 ¥ by 8 by 3 ¥ high, also has a spare nav |light, several panel |ights,
the ever useful WD-40 (small), several feet of safety wire, extra ignition and hangar
keys, wi ndproof cigarette lighter, small socket set and wench, small reversible
screwdrivers, an assortnment of nuts and bolts, plug socket, dikes and needl e-nose, tire
gage, etc.

It fits under the rear seat, portside, between the seat frame and the side wall. Very
conforting to know you’ ve prepared for small energencies. A squirt can of hydraulic
fluid, accessible in flight, can be a | anding gear saver. “Finger-tight” only, on the
hyd reservoir plug.

You and your ‘bee heading for water? Been sone tine since you ve done so? Are al
seven drain plugs IN? It’s easy to forget.

If she's been sitting outside for the winter, with drain plugs out, of course it could
be quite enmbarrassing, and quite expensive to retrieve.

Extra PROP SAFETY SPRI NGS, SK-18837-1 equivalent, are $4, including Service Bulletin
#21, 14Cct47, showi ng the CORRECT installation of the spring. It is VERY inportant to
have that spring installed correctly, pulling the pivoting | ever FORWARD. Severa
SeaBees and pilots have di ed because that spring was installed | NCORRECTLY. This is a
war ning that we feel strongly enough about to repeat periodically.

The subject of LOAER WNG LI FT STRUT FAIRINGS has arisen again. Sone of you do not
have those inportant parts. Lower Wng Lift Strut FAIRINGS: Parts number 1068 (LH), and
nunber 1403 (RH), are part of the aerodynanmics of airflow over the tail, as explained to
me may years ago by the designer, M Spencer

W thout themthe designed stability of the ‘Bee is conpromni sed. WEAerotech will soon
have those available, plus many other items that have been hard to find.

I f your Bee resides outdoors, you may be harboring an unnecessary and unseen wei ght in
the tail. Water and dirt can collect, forning a “danf at the two drain holes by the
tailwheel. Use a flashlight in the two handhol es to ascertain the possible clogging of
the drains. Over a long period of tinme, the damred accumul ati on coul d be significant.

Same with ice collection there if you' re up in the cold country.

M ke Machat reports that his award w nning painting “Seabee On The Step”, a picture of
which was in News 10, p5, and was available to nmenbers at a di scount has been further
rewarded. It has been selected as one of 96 imges, from 741 entries, to be published in
a new aviation history art book, representing “Post World War Il General Aviation”

M ke will advise when the book will be available, in '92, from Random House.

Capt Don Kyte has just sent a sad note: long-tine Seattle ‘Bee-keeper Sam Younker has
passed on. He had owned N6167K, sn355, since the early fifties until the m d-80s, when
Cl ub nenbers Bob Stravens, then Russ Mager owned her

M Younker was a proverbial “pillar of the conmunity”, and a devoted ‘' Bee-keeper

REFERENCE LI ST: New 250-plus items of the Required, Necessary, Technical and Literary
collection will be available soon for $3, refundable with order of $15.
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Don Fox, in Connecticut, is looking for an equal partner to purchase a SuperBee. He is
currently working in Tanzania, on the east coast of southern Africa. He does get back to
CT for spells, but would like having a reliable partner to “exercise” the ‘Bee in his
absence. “Partner gets airplane for own use fromOct to Jun”. Don’s “offshore” address:
POBox 3044, Arusha, Tanzania, SOUTH AFRICA. (All on separate |ines)

Ted Li ssauer has just had another adventure we'd like to share with nenbers,
par aphr asi ng:

“The Seabee, a lady and | took a little trip (fromLouisville, KY) down south in
January. Went through Lafayette, Brownsville, several places in Mexico and to Punta
CGorda, Belize. Had several problems with starter and alternator. Mre |ater about the
starter.

“In Belize we flewto a Cari bbean cay (water) to visit a Mayan site | knew about.
After some surface collecting we restarted and on takeoff the left float broke off. |
put Judy on the right wing as a counterbal ance and we taxied to retrieve the float.

W t hout being properly bal anced (poor Judy!), and the wi nds being so strong, | had
trouble turning out of the wind, and so had troubl e running downw nd to catch the fast
di sappearing float. After a fewtries, cutting the engine each tinme, the starter chewed
up its gears and that was that.

“The rest involved energency radio calls, the RAF (from Belize gov't), air search and
rescue, al nost being capsized by the helicopter which eventually found us, a tow for 15
mles(!), water in the bilges and over the top and a seven hour ride on the wing for
Judy (“above and beyond the call!”). W had energency food and water on board, so other
t han al nost sinking, everything worked out fine.

(Comrents in parenthesis are the SeaBee Club editor’s)

“The next day we pulled Big Bird out of the water, over a beach and onto a country
road. We desalted everything and | took the accessories off (nust’'ve been quite a too
kit) the engine. | didn't know at this point that it was the starter gears.

“After finding the problem | called the States, getting a starter on its way, with
three-day delivery pronmise. Nine days later we located it, stuck in Customs in Belize
City. It took an inport agent to break it |oose. Got the starter and a mechani c and put
t hi ngs back together. The NEWstarter was bad. Tried to put the two together to nmake one
starter. “Miust be done in ny shop in Belize”

“Afterward, he hand propped the 270hp geared engine, with pressure carb and no prinng
system | sent Judy down the road, and the nechanic the other way, to warn pedestrians
and stop traffic. The ‘Be and | flew off the curvy road. Picked up Judy and | uggage at
the local airstrip and went on to Belize City where Joe did nake one starter out of two,
allowing us to fly back hone. (Wew)

“We had other, minor, problens: 40 knot wi nds at Brownsville, and towed fromthe
active to Customs, radio and alternator repairs, and a week weathered in at Lafayette,
etc.

“We had planned to go to Guatemal a, Honduras, N caragua and Costa Rica. Maybe next
year.”

After reading this postscript fromTed: “If | ever decide to fly again (I always say
this after a long, difficult trip)..... ", we learned that he has bought a place in
Canada, and he and Judy are off on that ‘Bee-trip just about now. Ted plans to get to
the Otsego Lake Splash-In at Gaylord, M chigan, June 7-9, then possibly to
Specul at or/ Lake Pl easant, New York, the follow ng weekend, June 14-16. (For nore info
cal |l SPA, 301/695-2083)

ADDRESS CORRECTI ON: REPUBLI C Al RCRAFT MANUFACTURI NG CORPORATI ON, 5120 MARI NE DRI VE,
WEST VANCOUVER V7W 2P7, BC, CANADA. PH: 604/922-8015
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All BACK | SSUES of the NEWSLETTER are avail able for $2 each.

CLASSI FIED (Free to nmemnbers)

SEABEES FOR SALE:
SEABEE sn428, N6229K, di sassenbl ed, 95% conpl ete. Long w ngs, good B9F (apart),
excellent hull. Also extra |long-w ngs, |anding gear, any other gear parts, struts,
etc. Bob Stein, 914/292-4437. (NY) oz &

SEABEES WANTED: =
Li onel Ladouceur wants a reasonable priced (“cheap as possible”, he says) ‘Bee to
rebuild. RR2, Rawdon Quebec JOK 1S0, CANADA.

Conplete ‘Bee in flyable condition. Denny Ul enius, IMJ Trading AB, Box 42, 123 21
Farst, Stockholm SWEDEN. Ph: +46 8 6057500. ==l B
":_:5'__.-

PARTS FOR SALE:
- HULL SECTION: Portion of hull fromkeel up to main splice (above gear holes) and from
nose back to step. Structurally sound and nmininmal corrosion, used briefly as a BOAT,
but would require some work to make it airworthy. Needs only refurbishing to be used
as an OUTBOARD RUNABOUT. Asking $350. Stop by to see it and get a tour of the new

Virginia Aviation Museum

Art Wggins (former Republic enployee during Seabee production). 804/276-1938

Conpl ete BO9F ENG NE. No |l ogs but turns free and stored inside. $3500.

TimHolt, 318/424-7323.

Three 8433L BLADES, $2500 as is, or $3000 yel | owtagged, overhaul ed.

Don Wallace, Jr: 206/851-6461.

Two GSO- 480- B1A6 ENG NES, 550 and 900 SMOH, $4000 each: Bob Goul d at 808/ 254-5242
(Hawai i), or 206/851-6461 (Tacoms).

WANTED:
Set of W NGITI P EXTENSI ONS, Charles Turner at 715/369-3131.
Two L8433 BLADES. Tim Holt, 318/424-7323.
LOGS, 337s, or paperwork, etc, for N6229K, sn428. FAA has no records on this Downer
RC-3 after 1953, and the logs are lost. Bob Stein, 914/292-4437.
Set of standard B9F MAI N BEARI NGS: Ri chard Bernard, 206/ 827-5869.
Three Hartzell PROP BLADES: L93-33 or LV93-33N or 8433L, used, can be corroded.
Jorge Grossmann, POBox 18357, 04699 Sao Paul o, BRAZI L.
Conpl ete Franklin B8F ENG NE, two-blade PROP, RH HORI ZONTAL STABLI ZER:
Bart Napier, 817/293-2436, (work) 433-2901.

BARE HULL wi thout wi ngs, instruments, engine, etc, but including gear and wheels, OR
COVPLETE HULL wi t hout wi ngs or engine. Also need newy overhaul ed TWO BLADE PROP f or
Franklin. Denny Ul enius (See above: “Seabees Wanted”)

New ANCHOR BAG, w out fasteners. Don Jones, 416/467-0870, (office 669-6582).

Ldg gear KNEE (connects cross-tube to strut assy): Dr Andy Chapeski e,
Ph: 613/ 756-2320. "_‘tﬁ
SERVI CES TO MEMBERS: s

VHS VI DEOTAPE CONVERSI ONS: NTSC to PAL or SECAM or vice versa; $30/tape, plus bl ank
tape and postage, regardless of |length. Capt Bob Goul d, 44-365 Kaneohe Bay Dr,
Kaneohe HI 9674-2609. Ph 808/ 254-5242.

Bob Redner avail abl e for SeaBee advice, inspections and instruction. NOT a CFl or
A&P, but have 300+ PIC ‘Bee tinme. Taught by George Pomeroy — have his tools used to
over haul Franklin cylinders: Bob Redner, 4751 Linwood, WBloonfield M 48324. Ph
313/ 682- 7580. ﬁ_&

The COWMPUTER CATASTROPHE that we had | ast nmonth has del ayed the Newsl etter by weeks;
when the conmputer stopped saving and printing, it added insult to injury by EATING the
second half of the Newsletter. Wth new equi pnent, we have reconstructed as well as
possi bl e the Classifieds, etc, and hope that no one’s ad was |left out. Again, our

apol ogi es!
Happy Biering, Oick T (tagy
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HELENA CLARK'S N36WT, =nl054, and radio-controlled "twin"



