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SEABEE CLUB | NTERNATI ONAL

NEWSLETTER Dedicated to the preservation
ﬂi§i=ﬁz and enjoynment of our 40-year old
No. 8 (March 1986) b ol wat er - bor ne wi nd-wagons, the RC- 3.

We Seabee folk are, for the nost part, aware of the allegiance we owe to our

avi ati on pioneers and particularly to their seapl ane endeavors of |ong ago. At
that tinme, they overshadowed t he wheel ed aircraft because there was a | ot nore
wat er around the civilized areas than there was flat [and suitable for testing
and flying. Usually the criterion for people settling in particular spots that
woul d later grow into towns and cities was the presence of an abundant water
supply. A river or |lake was ideal. So when those wild and crazy guys who had to
fly like the birds managed to defy gravity, the best space to do so near their
towns was fromthe water. Consider for exanple G enn Curtiss in Hammondsport NY
on Lake Keuka. In the winters he used San Di ego Bay.

But it really wasn’t all that long ago. To put it into proper perspective,

consi der our own P H Spencer. Spence first took to the air, at a very young age,
in a towed glider seaplane. He designed, built and flewit, towed behind his
father’s boat, only six years after the Wight Brothers’ first flight. Spence is
still flying, still current and legal, Medical and all, after all these years.
Granted that he is a tad older than the rest of us who are still flying, - but
just consider the quantum | eap of technology and aviation in the span of his own
flying career.

In recognition of Spence’s long tenure, he was recently honored with the Early
Bird award for “having the |ongest active flight record in history”. M.
Spencer’s cohort, Col Dale “Andy” Anderson, USAF Ret, sent ne a photo of the
ceremony, showing M Forrest Wsong, President of the Early Birds, presenting
the plaque to Spence. Seated beside himwas denn Messer who has the distinction
of having sol oed Charl es Lindbergh. Renenber in the autobiography and the novie,
when SlimLindbergh rode his notorcycle to the Lincoln, Nebraska, airport, then
traded it in on a Jenny? It was M Messer who taught himto fly it. Spence will

be 89 years old on the 30'" of April. He can be contacted at Spencer Air Car
11019- A, d enoaks Blvd, Pacoinma CA 91331. (818/899-1010) HAPPY BI RTHDAY SPENCE
fromthe Seabee Cl ub. B

=l

Continuing the historical thene further, this year, 1986, marks the 75"

Anni versary of US Naval Aviation. Concurrently, this year there will be a
comenorative flight, recreating the first crossing of the Atlantic by airplane.
Those pl anes were, what el se? Seapl anes. denn Curtiss seaplanes. The Navy's
all-out effort used four NC Flying Boats. “N’ for Navy and “C’ for Curtiss. The
London “Daily Mail” had offered a prize of 10,000 pounds Sterling for the first
pl ane to cross the Atlantic. Fifty seven U S Navy destroyers were positioned
along the entire route, with five battleships patrolling the flanks. There were
four ‘Boats, but NC-4 was the only one to conplete the Atlantic trip. It is now
housed in regal splendor in the Naval Aviation Miseumin Pensacola. When Peggy
and | toured the nuseum | had the tenerity to actually touch it, reverently,
despite the rope barrier. And | have a piece of the original fabric on a
comenor ative plaque fromthe NASM
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Anyway, three NC Flying Boats (nicknaned “Nancys”) started out at Rockaway
Beach, Long Island, (near JFK) on the 8" of May, 1919. Routing was to Halifax,
Nova Scotia, then Trepassy, St John’s, to Lisbon and Ferrol, Portugal, ending in
Pl ynout h, Engl and, on the 315 of May. The NC-1 sank north of the Azores. NC-3
didn’t make it past Ponta Del gado, Azores. All hands were saved but both *‘Boats
sank. The ill-fated NC-2 had been canni balized before the start to equip

conpl etely the NC-4. The quintessential reference on the subject is fromthe
Naval Institute Press: “First Across” by Richard K. Smth.

The comenorative flight this May will duplicate the original route in Club
menber “Conni e” Edwards’ PBY-5A, N999AR, with Lou Peterson as second-i n- conmand.
Lou flies the Smithsonian’s HU- 16 Al batross, in which | “seconded” throughout

the Caribbean in June of "84. (See News # 2 & 3.) Connie’s PBY, through which
some of you toured at the SPA Corn Roast |ast August in Oshkosh, will be painted
in the colors of the NCs. If you' re within range of JFK, and your ‘Bee is
operational, and you'd like to participate in the starting cerenpnies there on
the 8" of May, call M ckey Carpenter for coordination on the fly-in to the

seapl ane ranp at Floyd Bennett Field. Her nunber is 516/935-4976. Tell her

you' re a Seabee Cl ub/SPA nenber. Peggy and | plan to be there, but without 58K

.

o

On the | ast weekend of June, if you re within range of Hanmmondsport in western
New York, fly in there to participate in honoring Genn Curtiss. Two replica
Curtiss ‘Boats will be flying. SPA"s annual Henri Fabre Award will be presented
post hunously to seapl ane pioneer Genn Curtiss. | had the singular privilege of
presenting the second Fabre Award, SPA's hi ghest honor, to ny friend Spence in
"84 at the Clear Lake, California, Seaplane Senminar. He was the “Seapl ane

Pi oneer” of the year. i
Y == A

Anot her historical story has just arrived, thanks to M Jay Frey, VP of EDO
floats. This one involves Seabee N6599K, s/n 872, in 1947. The story, “Seabee
Odyssey”, is published in “the Vintage Airplane” (Nov ’85), the nmonthly magazi ne
of the EAA Antique/Classic Division. Three young nmen, all skiers, two brothers
and a B-17 pilot recently returned fromWV2, decided to fly from New England to
Chile for Sumer skiing. The RC-3 seened to be the | ogical choice of aircraft
for their big adventure. Two went to Republic, paid the $4,495 basic price, got
checked out, and headed hone to get conpletely acquainted with her. On the 30"
of June, 1947, they left Morristown, NJ. About twenty days enroute were filled
with typical Seabee problens and joys, and are chronicled in detail. For

exanple, the long over-water junp from Key West to Cozumel (410 ni), a 10,000
foot cruise on top of a solid overcast by dead reckoning, clearing sone nmountain
passes at 10,900 feet and losing both floats in a | ake adventure, all of which
were just “normal” for such a jaunt in a ‘Bee. Anyway, the three did get to
their destination, and did their skiing, and should have witten a book. A |loca
banker fell in love with their Seabee and succeeded in offering them enough
money to part with their trusty stead. No further word is known of that ‘Bee;

i ndeed, this story is the first inkling I’ve had of s/n 872 for ny Master File
of all 1,060 ‘Bees. Have any of you seen it in Chile?

'l

b

After reading that adventure story, | phoned Don Marburg in N. Carolina to tel
hi m how nmuch | enjoyed readi ng of his adventures of 39 years ago. He was very
glad to learn of such interest in Seabees and said he'd send us sone pictures of
their trip. He'd not been in a ‘Bee since. Maybe we can persuade himto join the
Club — for old tines’ sake.
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Sone of you may be interested in research that we’'ve done on the Seabee’s

popul ation in foreign | ands. From several sources of information fromyears ago,
I"ve conpiled the serial numbers of known RC-3s around the world. Sone exanples
have been registered in as many as six different countries in their lifetines.

Sone are still unaccounted for, so the list is far fromconplete. Needless to
say, nost of the “foreigners” had met an untinely and even before 1950. Sone
that are still alive today have had several registrations, particularly between

Canada and the U.S., with the sane plane crossing the line many tines. Renenber,
to begin with, 1,060 were built. Canada has had 193 different ‘Bees

(approxi mately). Sweden has had 28 and Norway 13. France and Argentina have had
8 each, and 7 have been in Uruguay and Mexico. Six in Great Britain's Caribbean
Colonies and 6 in India. Four in Brazil, 3 each in Panama, Engl and, Liberia,
Finland, Italy, New Zeal and and Australia. Two each have been in Icel and,
Portugal, Swi tzerl and, Col onbia, Cuba and Germany. The follow ng countries show
only one each: Denmark, Costa Rica, South Africa, Venezuel a, Pakistan, Japan

I srael and Chile.

Addi ng up all the above | eaves 740 ‘Bees that have been registered in the U S
(approxi mately). Today there are about 270 registered in the U.S. and 90 in

Canada. Two are still alive in Liberia, at last report from nmenber Les Vi pond.
The only one in South Africa, (ZS-BEE), has been resurrected by C ub nmenber Mark
French in Johannesburg, who is still in need of a 2-blade prop in order to
continue flying her. lceland still has an active ‘Bee. OF the 13 that have been

in Norway, only one remains, in Trondheim owned by Knut Sol em whom we visited
two years ago. Most of the remainder in Norway had noved to Sweden, where they
earn their living as fish spotters and charter. Only el even are still alive
there. One, (SE-AXX, s/n 829), is privately owned, Club nenber Obi Jacobson, in
Kni vsta, about 20 miles north of Stockholm Obi is planning to be in Mam soon
so we'll visit.

Australia still has one flying, as a radio station traffic reporter, in

Mel bourne. It's called the “Flying Tadpole”. If anyone of you gets down to Perth
for the Anerica’s Cup Race next year, please check on the possibility of there
bei ng one. Capt Braham Hawki ns, Trans Australian Airways, has his in his own
museumin Brisbane. One ill-fated ‘Bee was shipped to Singapore years ago for
rebuild by Club nmenber Brian Wodford, but it was never registered there. Then
there are the Twi nBees. Joe G gante, in Norwood, Mass, is just now finishing his
UC-1, s/n 24, for Club nenber George Tuttle in Massachusetts. So there are 24
converted to twins, plus several nore used for replacenent parts. There are many
Seabees | angui shing in various stages of disrepair on airports around the world,
that could probably be rebuilt and put back in service, for a phenonenal fee.
Possi bly as many as 30 or 40. W estimte that about 380 ‘Bees are registered

and flying now. = B
Ving now” ey &

Speaki ng of the SeaBeast’'s early days, here’'s a price conparison of second-hand
planes in the early ‘50s, when ‘Bees were going for about $2,500 and the
standard Hallicrafters CA-2 radio was $150. (You transnmtted to the tower on

ei ther 3150 or 6210 kc.) A Goose was $30, 000, Bellanca Cruisairs (w Franklin
engi ne) were $2,800, TriPacers $2,500, Navion $4,700. Twin Beech 18 was $19, 000,
Cessna 120 for $2,000, Cessna 180 $11, 000, Ercoupe $2,000, W dgeon $15, 000, and
Mal | ard $110,000. The Howard DGA was $2, 000. Eﬁ*}ﬁ

The | atest Seabee ensconced in a nuseumis N6709K (s/n 992). Capt Bob Stiner of
USAir contributed it to The Big One: the National Air and Space Miseum
(Smithsonian). It was built in June '47 and has 835 hours, with the Franklin
engi ne. That mekes 9 that | know of that are on permanent display in nmuseuns
around the world. Thanks to Jay Spencer of the NASM for letting us know. ﬁ‘%
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As much as |'d like to phone you at the slightest excuse, to talk about our
favorite subject, financial circunstances dictate a nore prudent attitude. So,
we' ve had to cut down on the Seabee calls, which had been running nore than $60
per nonth which of course isn't covered in the nodest $10 nenbership dues. But
we do want to respond and to help in whatever way possible. If you call when
we’'re out, and get Tei Ling s Sianese pussycat response on our answering

machi ne, just |eave your nessage (unlimted tine), and say that it’s okay to
phone you back COLLECT. W sure do appreciate your cooperation. And don't worry
about the right tine of day to call. Any tine is OK Day or night.

Since this Newsletter/Club is officially non-profit, the inability to at |east
break even dictates that we increase nenbership dues to $15 per year (U. S.) for
new nenbers joining after May, also renewals after that tine.

A

T

HOW TI ME FLI ES DEPT
Your Seabee Club is starting its third year! This means that about 90% of you
will need to renew by May, the anniversary date. You can help us by renew ng on
tinme. If you've gotten all eight Newsletters, that nmeans your nenbership
probably dates from May ' 84 dependi ng upon how you got the back issues.

4

If the front page of this Newsletter has this stanp N
Pl ease respond. We val ue your nenbership and your sr'lP;ESS%MINDETz )
P . . | .O. (Or equivalen
Participation. And your input. o~ A Thanksq
L= i

P B
.

This is also the 40'" anniversary of the first RC-3s off the Republic production
line in March ’46.

The previous issue, Newsletter #7, included the |atest Menbership List. If you

didn’t get it, please let us know. That’'l|l be the latest list for severa

mont hs. The subsequent Newsletters will have the | atest nenbers listed unti

then. If anyone would rather we didn’t publish his address, please advise.
=] 5

FLI GHT | NNSTRRUCTOR S CORNER

I"ve seen several ‘Bees in nmy travels that have the water rudder inverted. That
is, instead of the | ongest edge being at the top (standard), the | ongest edge is
changed to be the deepest part in the water. Presumably, the rational e behind
that change is to provide nore wetted area. Nothing wong with that IF you never
have to use cross-control on |l anding or takeoff. Has there ever been a water

| andi ng or takeoff, though, that you didn't need some cross-control? Probably
not. You got your water rating in a plane on floats, right? What was drumed
into you before every takeoff on floats? Water rudder UP. And before | anding.

For best directional control on water, at speed (not idle), you' re using (air)
rudder and ailerons. If you' re using the (air) rudder to coordinate with aileron
control, when the Seabee water rudder us “down”, (nore wetted area with the
inverted water rudder), you' re not getting the aerodynanic control that you
shoul d. The inverted water rudder is working against you (to sone degree), just
as forgetting to retract the float’s water rudder for takeoff, sailing, step
taxi or landing. Not only that, but it |ooks awkward bei ng upsi de down that way
on the Seabee.

How nmuch power on final (ground or water)? Assuming that it’s a nornal approach,
with desired sink rate at 4-500 fpm and speed at 75-80, deternine what power
setting, say 12 or 13 inches manifold air pressure, will hold these paraneters
Thi s di scussion applies to Franklin and Bl G engi ne ‘ Bees. (cont)
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Use that power setting as a basis for all approaches. |If you' re too high, ease
of f some manifold pressure. Leave the prop in cruise position on big engines. On
Franklins it’s best to ease the prop control full forward so you' |l have ful

RPM i f you see that nythical cow on the runway, or sw nmm ng where you want to
alight. The npst inportant aspect of this discussion is to be alert for changes
in sink rate, or the desired glide path, so that you can correct with only snal
changes of power. Practice on an ILS if you're sufficiently instrunented.
(Surprisingly enough, there are a few ‘Bees around that are | FR equi pped. Al npst
legally, even.) See what it takes to hold that nonminal sink rate. You can al so
apply that technique to either glassy water or night ground | andings with no
landing light, by reducing the sink rate to no nore than 150 fpm and the speed
to 65 (a bit nmore in gusts). Hold that power and speed until you contact the

wat er, or ground, then power off and hold continuing back pressure.

The nost inportant aspect of this discussion on approaches is to nminimze your
power setting changes. Specifically, at approach speed, and | ow MAP, do not nmke

a sudden, large increase in power. The prop surge will, literally, pull away
lift fromthe wing area in front of the prop, with a sudden decrease in |ift.
Which, to say the least, can be very disconcerting. ﬁ'&

e gﬁ = )
LOW VI SI BI LTY DEPARTURE from your favorite |ake: =g ] _.ﬁ

) by S oy
Have you gotten to your favorite | ake and spent several hours fishing, =
pi cni cking, or sw nming and then found that weather had noved in? Visibility had
becone a problem or low ceiling? And you need to get back to the airpatch? If
you had previously devised a safe departure plan, one that kept you clear of
obstacl es, you could get to the ‘patch with nmuch nore peace of mnd. For
exanpl e, on a clear day, deternm ne a heading after takeoff that would intercept
a road or highway | eading back hone. Carefully check for a safe altitude to
clear high lines, etc. Note the elevation of the | ake and set your altineter

accordingly, and use that as a constant for every takeoff. O course, |I’'m not
advocating this procedure as “IFR’ or “normal”, but only in case of dire
necessity, in which case you' re prepared by already having a relatively safe
course of action. That’'s a lot better than the usual, “Well, let’'s see if we can

find our way back through this stuff”. Note: |ake elevations are shown in bl ue
on WACs and Sectionals on the | akes considered | arge enough for seapl ane use.

=~ A
b= e

Since only about 10 or 15% of the Seabees have Lyconi ng engines, all references
herein, unless noted, apply to the mgjority of us with Franklins, (& wi shing we
could convert). If | had sonme definitive Lyc engine operational techniques to
publish, I would. One thing | do know id that every Lyc operator has a different
opi nion of howto fly the ‘Bee with one. And sone of those have definite

m sconceptions of the proper technique, particularly power managenent for

| andi ng. Ei,gi

Tt
From several good authorities on the subject, | can reconmend the regul ar use of
Marvel Mystery G| with both fuel and oil in the Franklins. Let nme read fromthe

Marvel - ous can: TOP CYLI NDER LUBRI CATI ON “For best results, add 4 ounces to each
10 gall ons of gasoline. Marvel Mystery G| conmbats internal notor rust and
corrosion, lubricates valves, piston rings, and upper cylinder walls, and
elimnates val ve sticking. Keeps rings free and reduces piston and cylinder wear
to a mnimum Also keeps fuel punp and carburetor parts clean, elininating need
of frequent adjustnents. Marvel Mystery Ol retards formation of power-

di ssipating ,notor deposits, such as guns, varnish, sludge.” ADDED TO CRANKCASE
O LS “One quart Marvel Mystery Ol added to regul ar crankcase oils will prevent
gum sludge, varnish and harnful residue; (cont)
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will neutralize acid formations and inprove viscosity index, protects hydraulic
valve lifters, and will reduce harnful effects due to crankcase oil dilution”.
The MM Ol is generally about $4 per quart.

SAFETY REM NDER:

We're still getting reports about inexplicable Franklin engine power | oss
problens that could be related to the critical Prop Safety Spring. (See Seabee
Club News #3 & 5, and Republic Service Bulletin #21, dated 14 Cct '47) If you
have not checked your prop safety spring for proper attachment, please do so.
Before your next flight. If you don't have that Republic bulletin, send ne a
SASE and a dollar and I’'ll send it to you. The reason for the concern is that a
much | ater Hartzell bulletin mstakenly advised a reversal of that spring s
position, thereby ensuring that the prop could, mstakenly, go toward reverse
pitch in flight if the cable separated. The prop pitch going toward reverse in
flight has catastrophic potential. nt%j*jﬁ

Anot her Seabee adventure was recorded some tinme ago in FLYI NG June 1951, (p
18), titled “Wel cone Traveler”. On Labor Day, 1951, on Chicago's Lake Cal unet,
four people in a rowboat were swanped and overturned by waves and 25 knot wi nd.
Too far fromshore to swimto safety, they were resigned to their fate. After
their spending two hours in the water, a wel cone sight hove into view. You
guessed it: good ol’ SeaBeast. The pilot was not at all tenpted to | and, because
of the seas, but when the stranded boaters were spotted, he did put down
successfully near them Wth the help of the reversing, he nmaneuvered so that
the people could get on board. The takeoff was successful too, despite the |oad
and waves. Two trips were necessary to rescue all of them Hi s passengers did

i ndeed consider hima “wel cone traveler”. When | read that 35-year old story

| ast year, | thought “I wonder if that pilot is still around”. The pictures in
the article showed the ‘Bee as NC6533K. Referring to nmy Master File, | saw that
the ‘Bee was indeed still alive. In the current registration list. | was so

surprised and pleased to find that same Seabee still owned by that sane person
After all those years! | corresponded and phoned and “twi sted his arnf and that

Wel cone Traveler is now a Welcone Club Menber, M. Tommy Bartlett. He's an
entertai ner and entrepreneur and has the well-known Wsconsin Dells Water Show,
about 70 miles SWof Oshkosh. When you see a Seabee with the tail nunber N2TB
you' | I know who that is. :Eﬁiﬁiﬁ
O her new nenbers have joingd us, in addition to Tommy Bartlett; Ron Bozarth in
Seattle, with his Seabee s/n 855, Bill Buckaloo, s/n 782, of the Cl ear Lake,
California, area. Bob Bunney of Wnnipeg who is |looking for a ‘Bee, and Lance
Burgo who recently acquired s/n 342 and flew it from New Hanpshire to its new
home in the Virgin Islands. Along tinme friend of ny son West joined us and is
getting s/n 118 fromBob MIIs' SPB in Philadel phia. He’'s John Cuny who flies
for Anmerican out of Dallas/Ft Wrth. Another airline type, Capt Everett

El lingson with Republic, out of Mnneapolis, is |ooking for a Seabee. He' |l use
it down here in Ft Lauderdale in the Wnter and up North in the | ake country
during Summers.

Bob Hebron, near Ol ando, has signed on, with s/n 834. W have a new

i nternational nmenber, Cbi Jacobson, who, with his s/n 829, |ives near Stockholm
as nentioned several pages back. M ke Julian, Los Angeles, has seen fit to
enlist. Steve Petrich has signed up his seaplane oriented conpany, which we

touted in the last issue, as “Lake & Air Inc”, in Eden Prarie, M nnesota, also
M R A Lalli, of Connecticut, with s/n 988, and Richard Reichelt of western New
York who sold his ‘Bee to M Lalli. Harnon Leonard of Seattle with Twi nBee s/n

482, has just been purchased by new menmber Ted Lissauer, who lives just up the
road from Louisville, Kentucky. (cont’ d)
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The prototype Daubenspeck/ Lyconi ng Seabee conversion, s/n 482, has just been
purchased by Ted Lissauer, who lives just up the road from Louisville, Kentucky.
Fromthe St Louis area, Ed Mann has joined, as has Greig Oivier, from Baton
Rouge, Louisiana. Jerry Sheffels would |ike to have an RC-3 at hone, just west
of Spokane. A new Twi nBee owner has joined us, George Tuttle of Massachusetts
has purchased the latest (s/n 24) Twin from STOL Aircraft Corp and is having it
equi pped for a transAtlantic trip. How ‘bout that! Capt Bill Wodbyrne, Air
Canada in Toronto, owns s/n 235, CF-HPH He visited us here while vacationing
just as we were witing this. A hand-delivered nenbership. Lastly, fromthe
great state of Texas, cones B J Wody, who has s/n 691, deep in the heart of -

just NWof Austin. y B
&S o A
PLAYBI LL e~ it

EAA's Sun ‘N Fun in Lakeland, Florida is March 16-22. This is the second

| argest, next to Oshkosh of course, aviation fly-in. Phone 813/644-2431. In
conjunction with that, on Thursday the 20'", until Saturday, is the Seapl ane
Pilots Assn splash-in on Lake Parker in the NE corner of downtown Lakel and.
Phone SPA HQ 301/695-2083. The EAA fly-in airport is 5 mles SWof downtown.

SPA nmenbership is not required for participation in any function, but we always
hope that every seapl ane enthusiast will help support SPA s cause which hel ps
all of us. (See SPA nenbership formon back page of this Newsletter.)

The next seapl ane get-together is in Patterson, Louisiana, April 19-20. A
salient feature of that location (near Morgan City) i9s a |lighted seal ane (water
runway), next to the paved runway. You may have read of the MJ2 that recently
used the forner. Phone 504/ 395-4501.

On May 9-11, on Gull Lake, by Brainerd, Mnnesota, is the annual M nn. Seapl ane
Pilots' Safety Senminar. Phone Gragun’s Resort, 218/829-3591.

Let’s get mpore Seabees to these splash-ins. A lot of people aren’'t aware that
any ‘Bees are still alive and well and hunm ng.

The Lake Mead Splash-In near Las Vegas is the 16'" to 18!" of May. Phone Hank and
Hel ga Sal | ron at 702/ 648-4759.

On the weekend of June 6-8, you have two choices: Seabeee Cl ub nmenmber Dick
Scribner’s (s/n 682, with Cont |10 470-P engine) Annual Otsego Lake Splash-In, NE
of Traverse City, M chigan. Phone him at 313/682-8612. And al so: Farther east,
June 6-8, at Speculator, New York, is the Annual SPA Safety Seninar on Lake
Pl easant (quite aptly naned). That’s the site you ve seen pictures of with as
many as 80 seapl anes parked wingtip to tip on the beach.
Phone SPA at 301/ 695-2083.

-l 8
Fol | owi ng those events for 1986 are: 14-15 June, Trinity Lake in northern
California, at Redding;
Canadi an SPA on the Ottawa River, at Westneath, Ontario, June 20-22;
Crane Lake, Mnnesota, July 11-13, and then:
Oshkosh, August 1-8, with the SPA Corn Roast/ Seabee Cl ub get-together on Monday
the 4™ Phone: Grant Leonard for Seabee Club/Corn Roast info: 612/447-3573.
Greenville, Miine, Sept 5-7, on Mosehead Lake;
Clear Lake, California, Cct 3-5;
Treasure Cay, Bahanmas, WngDing '86, Nov 14-24, Air Race fromTitusville to
Great Abaco on the 15'", Seapl ane Day on Sunday the 16"
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ALASKA ADVENTURE O rnie
The proposed Seabee Club tri Sout heast Al aska for later this year has
garnered only a few prospects. WII Howard, with his new Seabee (s/n 463) has
vol unteered to coordi nate the adventure. He and Ruth have made the trip before,
by houseboat, and are eager to go again. They're in Grass Valley, between
Sacranmento and Reno (phone 916/ 273-2737). Others expressing a desire to
participate are Don Mauk in Los Angel es, Ted Lissauer in Kentucky and hopefully
Capt. Don Kyte who led a simlar trip fifteen years ago. (See Sport Flying, Cct
71, p 14, “Eight ‘Bees to Alaska”.) Qur peripatetic touring C ub nmenber, Dr
Andy Chapeskie, of Barry's Bay, Ontario, takes at |east one extensive jaunt each
year, so maybe he’ll join the group flight to Al aska. What we envision is a

gat hering, you mght say “swarnf. O ‘Bees congregating in Vancouver, then
flying together fromthere up the Inside Passage to possibly as far as the

spect acul ar gl aci ers.

The Club doesn’t lack for possible participants in proximty to such
peregrinations. The roster of ‘Bee-keepers shows nore than 30 whose ‘Bees |ive
in the northwest U S. A, fromnorthern California to Seattle, 7 who are in
British Colunmbia, and 5 in Alaska. That's a potential of nobre than 40, and those
are just Club nenbers. There are sone non-nenbers who may want to go al so. Ask
around. Call your friends in these areas to enlist their participation. Even if
they’ ' re not Club nenbers, if they have a Seabee, they can’'t be all bad, right?
Fascinating put-ins |ike Canpbell River, where Club menmber Jack Norie m ght be
persuaded to join up, then Princess Louisa Inlet, Alert Bay, Bella Bella, Prince
Rupert, Annette Island, Ketchikan, Bell Island Hot Springs, Wangell, Sitka,
Juneau, and Skagway with the glaciers. For our nany Al askan nenbers, it nay not
be quite the adventure that it would be for the rest of us, but maybe sone of
them could join on the way up.

Late July or early August would probably be the departure linmt because of
preval ent fog starting later in August. If it were at all possible to get our
58K in shape, and u$, we’'d sure like to go, call WII and tell himwhen you are
able to go, for coordination. For nost of us, it would be THE Seabee trip of a

lifetine. JEEE#J%

o R
ODDS & ENDS =
Renmenber to check your prop clanps so you' |l know whether you are in conpliance
with Hartzell’s new AD, see Newsletter # 7. Hartzell prop blades, as of a nonth
ago, are now $545 each. | have the inpression that every time soneone calls to

order, or to inquire, they up the price again.

We need response fromyou in regard to interest in obtaining an auto fuel STC

The Japanese characters on the cover sheet? “Let’s fly”. (I was nade an honorary
menber of the Japan Aero Club years ago)

If you're sufficiently interested in using these Newsletter for future
reference, we reconmend keeping themin something like a 3-ring binder

We just found a new seapl ane book that is a MJUST for you collectors, Wngs to
the Oient, a pictorial history of Pan Anmis Clipper planes from 1935 to '45. By
Stan Cohen, fromPictorial Histories Publishing Co, Mssoula, Mntana. $13. It’s
8% x 11, softbound, with 214 pages, |lots of maps, diagrans and charts and photos
that you’ve never seen before. We highly recommend it. OF the many books on the
subj ect that we have, it is certainly the best.
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The hull bottom protuberances that you ve seen on various seaplanes and floats
lately seemto be a new technol ogy. W’ ve seen themreferred to variously as
stiffeners, strakes, hydro-boosters, etc. They're not new. A picture in Wngs to
the Orient shows a Martin M130 on its dolly on a ranp, with the |ight just
right to see that the entire hull bottom was “hydro-boosted”. 1935. ] }E
o
Renenber in Newsletter # 6, our Cautionary Note about high speed contact with
wat er, thanks to George Poneroy’s suggestion that | enphasize that extrenely
dangerous act. The tenptation of touching down on that nice snooth |ake, |eaving
a neat wake behind us as we skim across the surface, done at too great a speed,
can be fatal
For exanple, the CAF s PBY that was destroyed during AIRSHO '84. |’ve just
gotten some CAF photos that were taken of the accident. The photo plane was
flying alongside the Catalina, to get sone aerial publicity shots. The PBY
pilot, aretired American Captain, didn't intend to |land, as evidenced by the
wingtip floats in the retracted position, but just to fly a few inches above the
wat er for the photographers. The water depth, three feet, was too shallowto
accommpdate the PBY'’' five foot draft anyway. The photos show the 'Cat just a
few feet above the water in a slightly nose-down (fromnornal) attitude, and the
ai rspeed was 105 nph. Subsequent photos show water contact and the conplete
breakup, including the wing separation. Seven people died, three survived with
serious injuries. The hull drag coefficient, touching down in water, increases
exponentially with the increase of touchdown speed. Like a brick wall.
(Footnote: renenber the novie “Mdway”? This particul ar PBY-6A, NL6KL, was a
star in the novie and belonged to a friend of mine years ago, who had shown ne
through her. | feel the loss of an historic nenber of our seaplane fanily.)

FLI GHT | NSTRUCTORS' CORNER Conti nued ﬁ'ﬁ-&
After you ve been on the water for awhile and it’'s tinme to crank up the ol
SeaBeast and head for home, you do a nornmal pre-takeoff run-up, right? 1700 rpm
prop exercise and mag check? Right? You don’t? No brakes? Just put the prop
reverse control knob at the flat pitch position THEN set the rpmto 1700. Mg
check and carb heat check. Power back to idle, check GEAR UP and | ocked (see
footnote), FLAPS DOW, HYDRAULI C PRESSURE, PROP CONTROL forward, prop reverse
knob | ocked, M XTURE and CARB HEAT in (see footnote 2), CONTROLS FREE and check
for traffic. Controls free? You don’t check the controls on the water? But you
do on the ground. What’'s the difference? You still need to know that they're
free and responding correctly for any takeoff.
Footnote 1: One woul d assunme, because you're in the water, that the gear is
al ready up. But if you've been maneuvering in close spaces, for exanple, having
the gear down certainly nmakes tight maneuvering sinpler and safer. Exanple: try
a 180° turn with gear up, then with gear down. Reduces the radius considerably.
Anyway, the point is, you may still have the gear down when you're ready for
takeoff. Do a conplete pre-takeoff check. Years ago, when | was affiliated with
Don Kyte's (Seattle) Seabee Club, there was an annual presentation of the
Carncross Award to the ‘Bee-keeper in the area who nade the biggest goof in his
‘Bee that year. You perceive the origin of this dubious distinction as being a
noti ceabl e departure from “normal” operation by one Charlie Carncross. One year,
the biggest goof of several, which nerited the un-wanted award, was presented to
Jack Daubenspeck. On a test flight with his just-conpleted Lyc conversion, he
had been doing sone water work. Tine for takeoff. Let’s tinme it and see how nuch
i nprovenent over the Franklin. Full power. You-knowwhat- to the wall. Can’t
even get on the step! You ve got the picture. But he tried twice nore in the
same dirty configuration. And in front of the audience of all those Seabee
persons watching. Hence, a justly deserved award. Do a normal takeoff check.
(Conti nued)
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Footnote 2: Mxture. If you're taking off, ground or water, froma high
altitude, say three or four thousand or nore, you can get nore power by | eaning
a bit at full throttle, to see at which mxture setting the engine produces the
hi ghest rpm Carb heat. If you ve been taxiing around on the | ake and realize
that the engine isn't idling at its usual snoothness, try carb heat. Chances are
that this will cure the roughness, since you re in a high-noisture environnment.
Again, in this situation, carb heat’s an easy itemto overl ook before you take
off. All controls forward: prop, reverse knob, m xture, carb heat and flaps. And
seat belt on. Do a normal check before EVERY takeoff.

Here’'s a note from Dr. Andy Chapeski e on HAND- PROPPI NG a ‘Bee in the water. Nose
right up to the shore, snugly, punp sonme fuel into the carburetor and pull the
prop through four or five tines. Wth the prop in the correct position for a
conpression stroke, turn the switches on. Then, standing in the water under the
wi ng, pull the prop through, which should start it. Release the |lines holding
the ‘Bee, get inside, put her in reverse and away you go.

SHI P*' S STORES:

The supply of the gold or silver |apel/cap enblens
(pins) is continuous; they're $8 ppd each.

We have a few Sout hwi nd Heater manuals for $10 ppd.
Al so Franklin engine manuals for $12 ppd.

The 23-page AR FACTS reprints, by Wl fgang Langew esche, are now in stock.
$2.50 ea. Ppd. “How the Seabee Works” is actually a ground school text for
flying her. It's great. Everyone shoul d have one.

For a free copy of our list of Seabee articles in magazi nes, send SASE
Seabee | ogo transfers for application on shirts, jackets, etc, cone in 4
sizes: Small (exactly as it is on this Newsletter heading), 4" for $1;

actual size

Medi um 4% for $1.25 Large, 5% for $1.50; and
Extra-large, 8% for $3. Prices include postage.

These Seabee | ogos are applied to cloth with a hot iron or a T-shirt design
pl ace with their hot pressing machine. ﬁ'&

i
o

CLASSI FI ED: (These ads are free to Club nenbers)

WANTED: Seabee, by Jerry Sheffels in Washi ngton, phone 509/ 647-2213.
WANTED: Seabee, by Jack Wck in Al aska, phone 907/847-1104.

WANTED: One good prop bl ade, by Bob MIIs’ SPB in Philadel phia, phone
215/ 521- 3633.

WANTED: Good, |egal two-blade prop for Mark French’s Franklin ‘Bee in
Johannesbur g, phone us at 305/ 485-5679.
(Note: We've just gotten word from Club menber Bill Lomas in Seattle
that he is selling a two-bladed prop to Mark French.)

FOR SALE: Sharon Fenton is selling her late husband’ s ‘Bee, s/n #940. It has
800 TTA&E and | ots of npbds, annual ed |ast year, but has cracked
crankshaft and needs new engi ne. Phone her at 206/ 679-2884.

FOR SALE: Hull, step forward, in good shape. Ed Cark, 213/679-2884.

FOR SALE: Franklin engine, prop and parts, Les Dennis, office: 907/276-8500,
hone: 345-1767.

FOR SALE: Technical nmmnuals that cover in great detail the entire RC-3
| andi ng gear assenblies. It addresses instructions, special tools,
where to get parts, C eveland conversion, exploded views of al
parts, corrosion proofing, preventive naintenance, and causes of gear
probl ems. 85 pages and first of a series about the Seabee. $30 ($60
to non-menbers) Don Mauk, 13561 Erwin, Van Nuys CA 91401 Phone:
818/ 781- 6849
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Seaplane
Pillots
Association 421 Aviation Way, Fredarick, MD 21701 / (301) 695-2083

| wart o fodn thes Saapisns Pllols Asaccinl lon and rogelve &6 the benefits al mambarship. | ondarsiand dues are annually
An 8 3PA membar | wiil receive tha ollicial membarshic card, decal and lapal pin, aa well as {he Water Fiving News dpubdished querteslyl, ‘Water Fiying Annusl and
BEACIR| MEMDE CEMMPUAICE DA E 10 KaaD rd up b2 da1s on Bny 1echnicsl, legal end recraational devalogmanls importan 10 waler flying.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

B SE

Hama_ e ; T R U Py T L S,

Addrasa = R L L L X S D e e R R e

City. - = == Slala 2ip

O Mow Mamber O Ranawn!  Membership Mo, — .Y TY.T T Ot of Birth,_ L

TYPE OF PILOT CERTIFIC ATE:
2 Studant 0 Privale O Commercla

FATINGSE
0 Single-angine Land O Singla-engine 588 O Mulli-engline Land O Mulli-angine Sos

o Alrlirm Transgdasl PRal O MHone

O Inatruman! = Inatrushar

Alrcraft Owner: 0 Yoz O Np TyperO Land O Fioel O Amghiblan

Annuel memberanlp 525 lgonir bullen waltamel Pleasa make chasks payabis 1o Seaplane Piloiz Azsqcialian Enclosed ig my O chack O monsy order

Sealkee Clok [wt
E-}cnmr.Cﬂ.Fil. R MIE_SN Mumbar E.D:E-l

ALREADY 4 MEMEERT Pasa I%ix apolication akong bo & nonmambar ssapiase pllo,
GF Ergn wp oA fee mambar and gai an SP& colfen mup a8 & BoAis, Jusl Fve Four
et Bl fel IR apnien o, S0 your nome as apanscs and we'l seed pour mug

SPAE-4

Frankl i n

------ SEABEE CRUI SE CHART = ------

Power Hi Speed Nor nal Max Range
s. m/gal 6.5 m. 7.5 m. 8.5 m.
Sea Level 27/ 2350 25.5/ 2000 | 23.5/2000

2000’ 26/ 2450 24.5/ 2300 22/ 2100

4000’ ---- 23.5/ 2400 | 21.5/2200

6000’ ---- 22.5/ 2500 21/ 2300

8000’ ---- 21/ 2500 20/ 2350

(Full Throttle clinb = 20 gph)

REPUBLI C RC-3 DATA PLATES, bl ank, available from Fulton |vy.

Want ed: Seabee PROPS; bl ades, hubs, control cylinders and valves. Plastic or
metal, 2 & 3 blade, used but airworthy, or can be nmade airworthy.
Geor ge Poneroy, see Menbership List. Call 312/ 758-1622.

Joe McHugh (Sinuflight) received 1,000 | bs of |anding gear parts from Sweden

where the ten 'Bees are flying boats. If you need any |anding gear parts, cal
him at 206/ 762-2906.
Those of you who have not yet joined and would like to, please fill out this

formand send to ne with a check for $10 payable to Seabee Cl ub Internationa
*****************************'\/E'\/EBRSHI P/ I NFO Fm'vr*****************************

Name SPA? hone?
Addr ess L

Seabee tail #, s/n, $ date of nfg.____ \

Comments or questions appreci at ed. Engi ne
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