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SEABEE PROGRESS REPORT

Al'l present indications are that Seabee production plans are on
schedul e and that deliveries will start in April as pronised nonths ago.
O the five test ships under construction, three are flying, the fourth is
ready for flight test and the fifth is due to be finished in February.

Test pilots, P. H Spencer, Eddy Stafford, Bill Hunt, of Republic
and Bill Burrows of Air Cooled Mdtors, have nade hundreds of flights on
Ships One, Two and Three, testing the perfornance, reliability, safety and
conveni ence of every detail of controls, equipnment, instrunents and
accessori es.

Through good weat her and bad, the tests go on both at Farm ngdal e
and at Syracuse. Devoted ground crews of skilled nmechanics sweat it out
with the test pilots changi ng engi nes, propellers, wheels, brakes, |anding
gears, fuel lines, controls, radios -- anything the pilots or Seabee
engi neers ask of them

It’s the sane in the Experinmental Shop. Every inprovenent found
in the test programis built into the |ast ship under construction or is
nade retroactive. N ghts, Saturdays and Sundays, the work goes on so that
production prom ses may be kept.

Ship Nunmber Two has been at Syracuse for nearly three weeks for
intensive flight test of engine and all engine accessories. | believe
reported to you before that the CAA on Decenber 18'" issued Certificate
242 to Aircool ed Mdtors covering Franklin Engi ne 6A8-215-B7F used in the
Seabee with rating of 215 H P. at 2500 RPM

Ship Nunmber Five will be used for ATC tests as this will be the
first to have all construction details expected in actual production.
Al titude, speed, clinb, stall, landing and take-off characteristics of the
Seabee are daily proving thenmsel ves highly satisfactory.
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Fi nal stages of the test programare now | argely devoted to
testing equipnent items and their correct installation to nininze
servi ce.

It has not been practicable to take any of these first test ships
into the field during January nor has the Sal es Departnment wanted to del ay
or interfere with the test program by asking for denonstration rides.

We expect to have Number Four turned over to us soon, however,
and to resune factory denonstrations to visiting distributors and deal ers.

Fi ve additional Seabees will be built pronptly after conpletion

of the production nodel Five and all will be turned over to the Sal es
Departnent for denonstration flights in distributors’ territories.

NEW DI STRI BUTOR APPO NTMENTS

Republic is happy to announce appoi ntment of Air Conmodore Earl
L. MacLeod of Vancouver, B. C. to be Seabee distributor for the Province
of British Colunbia. His mail address is 5515 Cypress Street, Vancouver.

Li ke so many of Republic’'s other distributors, Ar Conmodore
MacLeod has a | ong and distinguished record in flying. He served with the
Royal Naval Air Service in England and France in the First Wrld War,
pi oneered in flying through all of Western Canada and Al aska and has
continuously held inportant mlitary conmands in the devel opnent of the
Royal Canadi an Air Force. He has over 4,000 hours in all types of planes.

For the Republic of Mexico, on recommendati on of our export
agents, Smith, Kirkpatrick & Conpany, Inc., we announce appoi ntnent as
distributors, P. G Tom ch and Helen A Duffy, doing business as the Pan-
American School of Aviation. Mail address, Apartado 8647, Mexico D. F.
(meaning Mexico Gity). M. Tom ch who hails from New Jersey, is a veteran
airline pilot with extensive flying experience in Mexico and Centr al
America. Mss Duffy of Bare, Vernont, is one of the outstandi ng wonen
pilots in aviation. She was chief instructor of the Wasps at Houston,
Texas.

FORTUNE MAGAZI NE — February |ssue

See the February issue of Fortune for the brilliantly witten and
strikingly illustrated story “New Pl anes for Personal Flying.” O the
Seabee, the Aviation Editor wites:



“The Seabee is the first private plane to break the prewar
price structure. If there had been a four-seat anphibian with a 215-
hp engi ne before the war, it would have cost from $8,000 to $10, 000.
The Seabee sells for $3,995, and, being big and anphi bious, it wll
seemto many pilots like a ot nore for the noney than the two-seat
| andshi ps selling for $3,000 or $3,500. First deliveries will be
made to distributors in April, and 400 pl anes a nonth are expected
to be turned out beginning in June.

“The pusher propeller is an advantage not only for flying
boats during nooring and docking but also for |and handling because
people are less likely to walk into the turning blades than if the
propeller were in the nose. In addition to two wi de side doors, a
special feature is a nose door that is hinged to open on the right
side. This pernits forward access to nooring buoys, or |anding
docks, and enabl es one person to stand erect for fishing.

“The Seabee’s low price is due to the efforts of Republic’'s
President, Al fred Marchev, who encouraged the redesign of the entire
ai rplane to reduce the nunmber of parts. The plane is said to have
approxi mately 850 parts, instead of the several thousand in the
usual private aircraft.

SKYWAYS FEATURES SEABEE

In the February issue of Skyways is a two-page spread featuring
on one side a color shot of the prototype Seabee | anding on water and on
the other side a three dinensional cut-a-way of the new production nodel.
A copy is encl osed.

DI STRI BUTORS' & DEALERS CERTI FI CATES

As rapidly as possible we are mailing out to all Distributors
engraved and hand lettered Certificates of Appointnent signed by Fred
Marchev as President and suitable for framing. TO Distributors are being
sent also for delivery to their Authorized Seabee Dealers, simlar
certificates attesting to their appointnent as deal ers.

Alittle cerenony of presentation or a special letter of
transnittal by the Distributor will enhance the value of the certificate
in the Dealer’s estimation.



REPUBLI C STI LL NEEDS ENG NEERS

Enpl oynent at Republic is now over 5 000 — a gain of nore than
1,200 since the low following V-J Day. So nmany projects are under way that
t he Engi neering Departnent, now 900 strong, is in urgent need of nore top-
notch draftsnen, stress anal ysts, aerodynam cists and research engi neers.
If you have any interested friends or service acquai ntances who m ght
qualify, won't you send their nanmes and addresses to R L. Bortner,
Adm ni strative Engi neer at Republic?
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