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TO OUR DI STRI BUTORS

THE “ SEABEE” TAKES A BOW

The nane “Thunderbolt Anphi bian” is to be packed away in noth
ball s as soon as present circulars becone exhausted. Instead, a great
trade nane is now officially adopted -- the REPUBLI C AMPH BI AN “ SEABEE” .

Al'l last year when the Anphibian was under devel opnent it had no
nane except the “Duck”, or the “Jeep”, or the “Anphib”. When we cane to
announce it late in Novenber, we had to find a nane and though no one
was quite satisfied, we called it the “Thunderbolt Amphibian” for |ack
of a better name. Later after the news rel ease was out and circul ars
were printed the nane “Seabee” was proposed -- a natural if there ever
was one.

It grew on us and everytinme we used it, it nade us seemvery
close to that grand organi zati on from whom we took the name. As the
hours of flying time piled up on our experinental ship and every day
proved that we had a plane worthy of the Seabee nanme, we wote to Lanes
Forrestal, Secretary of the Navy, saying in part as follows:

“In tribute to the magnificent record of the Navy
Construction Battalion whose operations are so closely asoci ated
with the sea yet so nmuch a part of the | and, Republic Aviation
Cor poration asks the honor of naming its new anphi bian, the
‘ Seabee’ .

“Oficers of the Arny, Navy and Coast CGuard have fl own
Republ i c’ s new Anphi bi an and now have it under consideration for
possi bl e use in sea rescue operations or for |iaison purposes.
Whet her or not it sees war service, we believe that the naning
of this plane, the ‘'Seabee’, will be a gesture favorably
recei ved by both Navy and Arny personnel because both hold the
Seabees in equally high regard.”

Under date of February 19'", we received the following letter
fromArtenus L. Gates, Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Air:

“The Secretary of the Navy has referred your letter of
February 3% to me for reply. The U.S. Navy is proud that the
Seabee organi zation is to be recogni zed by having its nanme used
i n designating your new anphi bi an the “Seabee”. Therefore, it is
with pleasure that | advise you that the U S. Navy has no
objection to such use of the nane.”



This then is the story of how Republic’s four-place Anphibian
devel oped perhaps for Arny and Navy sea rescue work but primarily for
the Anerican famly when it takes to the air in the days of peace, cane
of ficial approval of the United States Navy.

When the tine cones that the first production nodel conmes off
the line, we shall ask our friends in the Navy and particularly in the
Navy Construction Battalions to attend its christening.
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